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fifth line of first column, page 75, last num- 
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FOURIER’S BIRTHDAY. 

The Anniversary Festival in honor of 
Fourier’s Birthday, will take place at the 
Apollo Saloon, Broadway, on Saturday, the 
6th of April, (the 7th falling on Sunday.) 
The Dinner will be served at 7 o’clock, P. 
M. Tickets $1, to be obtained at J. S. 
Redfield’s, Clinton Hall, corner of Beekman 
and Nassau-streets. 





CONVENTION OF THE FRIENDS OF 
ASSOCIATION. 

The Convention will meet on Thursday 
morning, the 4th inst, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 
at Clinton Hall, corner of Beekman and 
Nassau-streets. 





9g The important article entitled, Funda- 
mental Doctrines on which Association is 
based, together with the article on Universal 
Unity, will be stereotyped and published as 
a pamphlet. We would particularly re- 
quest our friends throughout the country, to 
obtain and give it as wide a circulation as 
possible. It opens a new view of the uni- 
versality of Providence, and while it shows 
the foundation on whichjthe Combined Or- 
der rests, it will inspire a deep and abiding 
faith in the great enterprise of a social re- 
form in which we are engaged. 

The pamphlet may be had at J. S. Red- 
field’s, corner of Beekman and Nassau- 
streets ; at Burgess and Striuger’s, Broadway, 
or by addressing Brisbane and Macdaniel, 
New-York. Price $3 per hundred. 





gg-'The change in the width of our 
columns has been made with a view of 
being able to republish in a more conven- 
jent form, such articles as it may be desir- 
able to grculate extensively as pamphlets. 





Quite a large portion of the present num- 
ber of THe Puatanx is devoted to an article 
that discusses the very highest and most 
important question, which, at the present 
time, can occupy the human mind,—the 
question of a Social Order pre-existing in the 
mind of the Divinity before the creation of 
man, to which he is predestined, and which 
itis his high duty and privilege to discover 


and establish on earth. Upon this idea rests | 


the whole doctrine of Association ; it is the 
fundamental basis of the Social Organization 
which Fourier has propounded to the world 
—and the measure of its truth. 

The affirmative view of this question is 
that a true Social Order must be based on a 
Religious foundation—upon divine and uni- 
versal laws, the laws of Order and Harmony 
which govern throughout creation, and 
should and do regulate the spiritual as well 
as the material world,—a Social Order which 
is applicable, not merely to a portion, but to 
the whole Human Race, and which, when 
established on earth, will bring them into 
Universat Unity and Harmony. 

We hold that all societies based upon 
arbitrary laws and institutions of human in- 
vention—upon the constitutions or codes of 
politicians and human legislators, or upon 
the plan or device of any individual or 
assembly of individuals, may a priori be 
pronounced false, and hence comparatively 
valueless. 

The supposition, then, that the Social 
Organization propounded by Charles Fourier, 
is an individual scheme or a system of his 
own invention, is a great error. Fourier 
takes nothing to himself, and reiterates the 
declaration that he proposes no system of hs 
own, but the system of nature—the Provi- 
dential and Divine Social Order. He does 
not trust to his own or any human specula- 
tions, but claims to have discovered the law 
of Order which governs in all spheres, from 
the highest to the lowest of the Universe,— 
which Law he calls “ the law of the series,” 
the law of universal harmony, or Divine 
Order. Upon the law of the “ series,” the 
Social Organization explained by Fourier, 
is founded. It rests, therefore, upon a Re- 
ligious and Providential basis. 

All past and present societies, on the con- 
trary, that have existed on earth, (at least 


since the fall, or dispersion of the primitive 
society,) have been empirical; they have 
been the work and invention of man—of 
kings and legislators, of individuals or as- 
semblies, and are false because they are set 
up by and based upon human wisdom alone. 
That they are completely at variance with 
Divine Wisdom (and hence irreligious) is 
fully proved by the fact that they have been 





and are maintained only by constraint, force 
and violence—by the prison, the sword and 
the scaffold, and that poverty, injustice, 
be angen and misery are their character- 
istics universally. The Social Order pro- 
posed by Fourier, which has its origin in 
Divine Wisdom, will establish the reign of 
| liberty, peace and happiness on earth, and 
| be maintained by universal love, universal 
| knowledge, and universal abundance. 
| From this view it will be seen that the 
‘friends of Association cahnot and do not 
rally under a banner upon which is inseribed 
the name of a Man ;—the foundation upon 
which they stand is Erernar Trutn, found 
in the Book of Revelation and the Book of 
Nature ; and upon their banner is inscribed 
Divinr Wispom. 

Although the followers of Fourier con- 
stantly refer to him as the great Mind that 
has laid down the problem clearly of a 
Divine Social Order, and solved it, they 
never use his name to designate that Order. 
They utterly disclaim all such appellations 
as ‘‘Fourierism” or “ Fourierists,” and the 
friends of the cause throughout the country 
are requested to protest against these titles 
when applied to Association or to them- 
selves. Fourier himself protests against 
and expressly forbids this use of his name. 
The Combined Order is the name adopted 
by him for the system which he discovered, 
inasmuch as when fully established, it will 
be one grand system of Combination, Co- 
operation, Unity and Order, from the admin- 
istration of the Globe to the organization of 
a single Phalanx. 

Whilst the great cause of social reorgani- 
zation is in its infancy, the name by which 
its friends would be known is “ Association- 
ists ;” and the system they advocate should 
be called «« Industrial Association.” 

& Fourier’s mode of treating his subjects is 
peculiar ; his argument is rigid and concise, 
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his language condensed and powerful, and 
directly to the point; he is the sternest vin- 
dicater of truth and justice, and is frequent- 
ly severe in his satire of falsehood, injustice 
and sophistry ; he is eloquent too, but his 
eloquence is the eloquence of gigantic con- 
ception, not of beautiful expression ; his 
analysis of a subject is always thorough, 
and principles ave pushed by him to their 
ultimate limits and consequences. Many 
minds may be offended by the extreme state- 
ments and deductions of Fourier in the fol- 
lowing essay: they may be startled by their 
apparent boidness, and deem them perhaps 
irreverent, but they are not so in spirit ; and 
it must be borne in mind that the test of all 
truths and principles is to carry them out to 
their ultimate consequences. 

Cavillers and dishonest critics, no doubt, 
can find many expressions which, separated 
from the context,may be easily tortured 
into an appearance of infidelity, irreligion, 
&c., which are sometimes charged upon 
Fourier and his system by the uninformed 
and the uncharitable, but the candid mind 
will admit that, taken in its true spirit, this 
article exhibits the most exalted religious 
Faith, the most abiding trust in God and the 
universality of his Providence, while at the 
same time it is one of the most profound and 
masterly vindications of Divine Wisdom and 
Justice that was ever written by man. 

This article should not be read merely, 
but seriously studied, for it places the great 
question of a Social Reform upon a high 
and religious basis. 


FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINES 
ON WHICH ASSOCIATION IS BASED, 
AND 
NECESSITY OF A PROVIDENTIAL FOUNDATION 
FOR HUMAN SOCIETIES. * 


§L 
Tue Divine Socrat Cope. 

Celebrated Philosophers have perceived 
that there remained some great mystery for 
genius to penetrate, and that it had failed in 
the study of Nature and missed the paths 
which lead to individual and collective hap- 
piness. In all ages the noblest minds, men 
of science as well as the prophets, have in- 
voked the advent of a happier order of 
things on earth, and deplored its long delay, 

What great fault has been committed in 
human studies, what branch of science has 
been overlooked or neglected? There are 
several, and that particularly in which men 
have been the most occupied ; I mean the 
stupy oF Man. This study has been a 
complete failure, while it is believed the 
subject has been exhausted. Philosophers 
have applied themselves only to the secon- 
dary parts of the science, to Ideology and 
other accessories of a Metaphysical nature, 
which aré quite insufficient, so long as the 
fundamental science—THE THEORY OF THE 
SPRINGS OF ACTION OF THE sOUL—is not 
possessed, 

To understand the nature of these springs 
of action we must enter into an analytical 


* Copyright secured. 








and synthetical study of the Passions* 
which God has implanted in Man, and the 
ends for which He created them. Their 
synthetical or collective action determines 
the mechanism of ASSOCIATION, which 
is the true form and destiny of human so- 
cieties. 

Destiny !—a word without meaning to 
the world, which will condemn as vision- 
ary the idea of a pre-established Social Des- 
tiny for man, of a divine and mathematical 
plan for the organization of societies and 
the regulation of the Passions. 

Nevertheless, how is it possible to con- 
ceive that a Being infinitely wise, could 
have created our passions without having 
first determined upon their employment! 
Must not the Creator, one of whose attri- 
butes is Omniscience, have foreseen that the 
first want of mankind in point of import- 
ance, is a Social Code to regulate their in- 
dustrial and social relations, and the Pas- 
sions ? 

Left to the direction of our pretended sa- 
ges, the Passions engender scourges which 
would make us doubt whether they are the 
work of an evil spirit or of the Divinity.— 
Try successively the laws of men most re- 
vered, of a Solon or a Draco, of a Lycur- 
gus or a Minos, and you will find that they 
constantly re-produce nine scourges, which 
are the permanent result of false human so- 
cieties, or of the passions in their subver- 
sive development and action. 

Table of the nine permanent scourges : 

Poverty, 

Fraud, 

Oppression, 

War, 

Derangement of Seasons, 

Diseases artificially produced, such 
as the plague, cholera, yellow 
fever, etc., 

Circle of error and prejudice without 
any opening for improve- 
ments, 

UNIVERSAL SELFISHNESS. 

DvuPLICITY OF ACTION.t 





* By the Passions are to be understood 
those spiritual motive powers, those springs 
of action, those primitive tendencies im- 
planted by God in man, which in the works 
of Philosophers, and in popular speech are 
variously denominated sentiments, emotions, 
feelings, affections, loves, desires, disposi- 
tions, instincts. ATTRACTION is a word 
which we shall often use as synonymous with 
and equivalent to Passion. 

+ Association or the Combined Order will 
secure to Man nine permanent blessings in 
direct contrast with the nine permanent 
scourges, which are the results of our false 
societies. 

Table of the nine permanent blessings: 

General riches. 
Practical truth and justice in all rela- 
tions. 
Real liberty. 
Permanent peace. 
Equilibrium of climate. 
General system for the prevention of 
diseases artificially produced. 
Opening offered to all ameliorations 
and improvements. 
CoLLECTIVE AND INDIVIDUAL BENEVO- 
LENCE. 
Unity or Action, 














Must not God have foreseen this shame- 
ful result of human legislation? He must 
have known, before creating and giving us 
passions, that human reason would be in- 
capable of harmonizing them, and that the 
human race would require a Legislator wi- 
ser than itself. 

As a consequence the Creator, unless we 
believe his Providence inefficient, circum- 
scribed and indifferent as to our happiness, 
must have composed for us a Social Code, 
or a system for the regulation of our social 
and domestic relations, applicable to all 
mankind, whoeverywhere have the same 
passions. 

There consequently exists for us a pre- 
established Destiny, or a system for the re- 
gulation of our social and industrial rela- 
tions, fixed upon by God before creating and 
giving us Passions. The task of human 
reason is to search for and discover this di- 
vine Social Order, instead of constituting it- 
self Legislator for the Passions, and estab- 
lishing arbitrary systems of society which 
only re-produce the nine permanent scour- 
ges. 

Again, how can we suppose the Creator 
more imprudent than the merest novice 
among men! When a man collects mate- 
rials for building, does he fail to make a 
plan for their employment? What would 
we think of a person who, purchasing cut- 
stone, frame-work, and materials of every 
kind for the construction of a vast edifice, 
did not know what kind of a building he 
intended to erect, and acknowledged that he 
had collected all these materials, without 
having thought of the use to which he 
should apply them? Such a man would 
be pronounced insane. 

Such nevertheless is the want of fore- 
sight which our men of science attribute to 
the Divinity, in supposing that he could 
have created the passions, attractions, char- 
acters, instincts and other materials of the 
Social Edifice, without having fixed wpon 
any plan for their employment. 

It may perhaps be thought that the Pro- 
vidence of God is not universal, and does 
not extend to the social relations of man- 
kind, and that He may have left the task of 
regulating the Social and Industrial mecha- 
nism of societies to the wisdom of a Solon 
or a Justinian? It is repugnant to common 
sense to suspect the Divinity of a neglect 
so fatal to the happiness of the race; we 
consequently must believe,’in spite of sci- 
entific prejudices, that there exists for man 
a pre-established Social Destiny—a Social 
Order, based upon Divine Wisdom, the laws 
of which human reason should have endea- 
vored to discover, instead of presuming, Ti- 
tan like, to exercise the highest prerogative 


of God, which is the direction of the Social 
Movement. 


Oi all impieties the greatest is that imper- 
tinent prejudice which suspects the Divinity 
of having created men, the passions and the 
materials of Society, without having fixed 
upon any plan for their organization. To 
Suppose it, is to attribute to the Creator a 
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want of reflection, of which men would be | lect, and spiritual from spirit. 


ashamed; it is falling into an irreligion 
worse than Atheism; for the Atheist does 
not dishonor God in denying his existence ; 
he only dishonors himself by entertaining 
an opinion bordering upon madness. But 
our Legislators strip the Supreme Being of 
his highest prerogative: they pretend, indi- 
rectly, that God is incapable of Social Legis- 
lation. He would be so, if, after the ex- 
perience He has acquired during a past eter- 
nity in the material and passional organiza- 
tion and distribution of worlds, He had ne- 
glected to provide for the most urgent of 
their collective wants, that of a Social Code, 
and a permanent revelation of that Code 
through the medium of the Passions, which 
constantly tend to it. 

This is proof sufficient that there exists a 
pre-established Destiny for Man, in spite of 
scientific prejudices enlisted in favor of our 
empirical and arbitrary societies, the work of 
philosophers and politicians. So long as 
we have not discovered this code, we can- 
not understand the nature of Man, inas- 
much as we are ignorant of the employment 
and the uses assigned by God to the springs 
of action in the human soul, called Pas- 
sions, Attractions, etc., and to human soci- 
eties directed by these impulses. 

Until the human race possess a know- 
ledge of the Divine Code, they vegetate ina 
state of Social imbecility: their progress in 
some of the positive sciences, such as ma- 
thematics, chemistry, natural philosophy, 
etc., are useless trophies, as they afford no 
remedy for human miseries. The greater 
the honors which are due tothe positive sci- 
ences for their success, the greater the re- 
proach due to our political and philosophi- 
cal sciences for having done nothing for 
the happiness of mankind, and for having, 
after thirty centuries of correctives and re- 
forms, left all the scourges of our false so- 
cieties more deeply rooted than before. 

Human reason is strongly to be suspected 
of having followed defective methods of in- 
vestigation, since it failed, during some 
thousands of years, in making the simplest 
inventions, even in mechanics, like the stir- 
rup, the carriage spring and the wheelbar- 
row, unknown to the Greeks and Romans. 
And in social affairs it has been equally in- 
efficient, for during all antiquity, not a phi- 
losopher or legislator up to the time of 
Christ had ever speculated upon or sought 
for the means of the corporal enfranchise- 
ment of slaves, who composed the great 
bulk of the population of nations. [In the 
Republic of Athens, at the zenith of its 
glory, there were 400,000 slaves to 20,000 
freemen.] Seeing this omission we should 
not be surprised that the most urgent stu- 
dies, like those of Association and Passion- 
al Attraction, or the theory of the Passions, 
have been neglected up to the present time. 


§ U. 
PassionaAL ATTRACTION. 
(The word passional is an adjective de- 


rived from passion, as the word material is 
derived from matter, intellectual from intel- 





By the term 
Passions, we understand, as before stated, 
the motive powers, the original springs of 
action in man, which are the elements and 
component parts of a unitary whole, common- 


ly called the soux, as the seven prismatic | 


colors are the elements and component parts 
of the primitive unitary ray, white, and as 
the seven notes ofthe diatonic scale in music 
are the elements and component parts of an 
octave, which is the all of sound. 

Considering the soul, then, as the sentient 
willing, active principle in man, it may be 
called Universat Love—universal in its 
scope and bearings, and all embracing in its 
tendencies—love to Nature, love to Man and 
love to God ; andthe various developments 
of this principle or the manifestations of 
Love, are called Passions. These primitive 
spiritual impulsions of the soul, called Pas- 
sions or Attractions, have been analysed by 
Fourier, and classified as twelve fundamental 
Faculties of Human Nature, capable of 
infinite modifications and combinations. in 
their developments. But the explanation of 
this subject cannot be entered upon here. 

It will be perceived that we use the term 
Passion in a much broader sense than is 
generally given to it, and in a somewhat 
different one, which may be objected to by 
some, as taking an unwarranted licence and 
tending to cause misapprehension and con- 
fusion ; but it could not well be avoided ; a 
new word, on account of its technicality, 
would have been as objectionable as an old one 
differently applied, and as it was necessary 
to have as comprehensive an expression as 
possible, Fourier adopted the word Passion, 
to denote the Innate and Essential Faculties 
of the Soul. It is to be especially remem- 
bered that the word is used in a purely 
neutral sense, implying neither good nor 
bad; the passions are simply impulsions, 
which are good when truly and harmoniously 
developed and rightly directed, and bad 
when falsely and subversively developed and 
wrongly directed. The idea of bad must not 
be attached to the word passion. Anger, 
jealousy, envy, hatred, revenge, etc. are re- 
pulsions, antipathies and subversive develop- 
ment of primitive emotions, which are never 
meant, when we speak of the Passions. 

Passional being the adjective of Passion, 
it is equivalent to and means—of passion : 
thus, ‘‘passional attraction,” signifies, attrac- 
tion of the passions ; the same as “ material 
attraction” signifies, the attraction of matter. 
When Ambition, for example, which is one 
of the fundamental passions, impels man to 
distinguish himself, passional attraction is at 
work in him; and so of maternity in the 
mother, which attracts her towards her 
child, and leads her to nurse and eare for it, 
and thus ofall other attractions ofthe pas- 
sions, which are so many varieties of passion- 
al attraction. By passional attraction, how- 
ever, we commonly mean the synthetical or 
collective tendency of the passions of the 
soul. 

Attraction and Repulsion are the universal 
laws of nature, and the Divinity being the 
sole distributor of all kinds of attraction, it 
is rational to infer that the attractions and 
repulsions (sympathies and anfipathies,) 
which He imparts to all orders of beings, are 
exactly in proportion to their respective 
functions in the general Harmony of the 
Universe :—the affinity which binds the 
atom to the atom; the attractive power 
which governs the harmonies of the planets; 
the affections which unite human beings 
with each other in society, are only so many 
different modes of one universal law of 
Attraction and Repulsion. From this self- 
evident proposition, Fourier derived the fol- 
lowing axiom :— 

The true and essential attractions of all 
beings are proportional to (and in harmony 
with) their essential Destinies.) 


Tue scientific world would not have 


| deferred for a moment the search for the 
_ Divine Social Code, if it had thought oi 
| Studying one of the fundamental preroga- 
tives of the Creator, the power which He 
_ possesses exclusively of regulating Univer- 
sal Movement,* by distributing Attractions 
and Repulsions fo all beings as it suits the 
execution of his designs—which Attractions 
‘and Repulsions impel and guide them to 
fulfil the Destiny He assigns them. 

Let us analyze some of the consequences 
of this prerogative, which is possessed by 
God alone. 

Attraction is in the hands of God an en- 
chanted wand, which enables Him to ob- 
tain by the enticement of Love and Plea- 
sure, What man only knows how to obtain 
by violence. It transforms into delights, 
functions which in themselves are the 
most repugnant. What is more repulsive 
than the care of a new-born child, with its 
ceaseless cries and uncleanliness? What 
does the Creator do to transform into a plea- 





sure a care in itself so unpleasant? He 
gives to the Mother Passtonal Attraction 
for these uncleanly cares; He uses merely 


*TABLE OF UNIVERSAL MOVEMENT 
Composed of a Pivotal and four Cardinal 
Branches. 

4th. The Material Movement ; or laws 
according to which God regulates the move- 











ment of matter from the infinitely great to 
the infinitely small, from solar systems to the 
smallest particles. The theory of gravitation, 
discovered by Newton and modern mathe- 
maticians, explains effects of movement but 
not causes. 

3rd. The Aromal Movement ; or the dis- 
tribution of known and unknown fluids, 
termed imponderable, which operate both 
actively and passively on all the kingdoms of 
creation, animal, mineral, and vegetable. 
Nothing is known of these fluids to our men 
of science, neither with regard to their in- 
fluence nor the causes of their influence in 





the various spheres of universal life, par- 
ticularly with regard to the planetary move- 
ments, which are regulated by aromal affinity, 
and not alone by mere material gravitation. 

2nd, The Organic Movement ; or the laws 
according to which God distributes forms, 
colors, tastes, and other properties to all the 
substances created or to be created on the 
different globes of the universe. Nothing is 
known at present to our men of science con- 
cerning the causes of variety in forms, colors, 
etc., distributed to the creations in actual 
existence on our earth, nor of the effects and 
causes of various productions to result from 
future creations. 

ist. The Instinctual Movement; or the 
laws according to which God distributes the 
instincts and desires, passions and attractions, 
to all beings of creation, of past, present, 
and future creations throughout the universe, 
Neither the system of distributing instincts 





and desires, nor the causes which regulate 
that distribution, are known to our men of 
science. 

And, pivotally, The Passional or Social 
Movement ; that is, the laws according to 
which God has regulated the order and suc- 
cession of divers systems of social organiza- 
tion wherever there are societies of in- 
telligent beings. Of this pivotal or central 
unity of movement, neither causes nor effects 
have been explained by science, which has 
not even had a glimmering of the real laws 
of unity and their at-one-ment with liberty 
in discipline, harmonizing the passions with- 
out compressive, repressive or oppressive 
arbitrary laws and regulations. 
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his prerogative, that of mmpartinc AT- 
TRACTION. Before it, the best founded 
grounds of disgust disappear, and are chan- 
ged into pleasures. 


To estimate the value of this prerogative, 
belonging exclusively to God, let us sup- 
pose it to be the attribute of some ambitious 
monarch. ‘This Prince once invested with 
the power of DISTRIBUTING ATTRACTION, 
would need neither courts of justice nor 
armies to secure the execution of his decrees, 
and to subject the entire world to his em- 
pire ; it would only be necessary for him to 
give to all nations arracrion for such a 
system of government as he might desire ; 
for example, for advanced civilization, as 
it is called, which consists in wasting the 
treasures of nations in extravagancies and 
decimating the men in wars:—as soon as 
he had imparted Attraction for this fortu- 
nate order, the people of all nations would 
hasten to bring their earnings to his trea- 
sury; young men would vie in ardor with 
each other in enlisting in his armies; 
Savages would adopt with joy that Labor 
which they now hate and reject; and bar- 
barians would throw open their seraglios, 
and adopt the customs of civilization ! 

Besides, the Prince would give to all mo- 
narchs far and near, attraction to acknow- 
ledge his supremacy; they would vie with 
each other in sending him ambassadors to 
declare their allegiance and proclaim him 
Sovereign Ruler of the globe. 


And as monarchs and nations to whom 
this Prince had imparted the charm of At- 
traction, would find their happiness in these 
acts, let us acknowledge that the said Prince, 
exclusive possessor of this talisman, would 
be a madman to resort to other means to at- 
tain his ends, such as constraints, punish- 
ments, or war ; it would be on his part gra- 
tuitous perverseness and egregious folly ; 
for while he caused the misfortune of his 
own subjects and of neighboring countries, 
he would fail in his plan of universal mo- 
narchy by the resistance and the despair of 
nations; whereas, by employing the magic 
power of Attraction, he would be at the end 
of a few years peaceable possessor of the 
entire globe, without having incurred any 
expense, run any risk, or discontented any 
individual. 

Such is the position of God with regard 
to his creatures. Exclusive possessor of 
the most potent spring of action, the talis- 
man of Attraction, would He be a God of 
justice and goodness, if, neglecting the ex- 
ercise of this pleasing power, He had re- 
course to other means than Attraction to go- 
vern the Universe and combine in one grand 
plan of Unity all classes of Movement ? 

In vain do Philosophers and Legislators 
pretend that their vague wisdom and their 
repressivelaws, will supply the place of a 
Divine Code, based upon Attraction; in vain 
do they pledge themselves to guarrantee im- 
measurable prosperity to nations by their 
innumerable constitutions ; all their contro- 
versies and legislation engender only discon- 
tent and the nine permanent scourges. Is 








not their wisdom sufficiently confounded by 
these shameiul results ? 

- Besides, if it is for mankind to frame their 
own social codes and regulate the social 
movement; if it be not necessary that God 
should intervene in our social legislation, it 
might be supposed that He had judged hu- 
man reason superior to Divine in social af- 
fairs, and left to it the task of regulating 
society. 

Our trials in Social Legislation for three 
thousand years.past, prove sufficiently that 
human reason is inefficient and inadequate 
to the task of regulating the social move- 
ment. God must have foreseen that all our 
Legislators from Minos down to those of the 
present day, would only know how to aggra- 
vate the nine permanent scourges, while 
promising to guide us through flowery paths 
to prosperity and happiness. The Creator 
who foresaw this ignorance and these de- 
plorable results of human legislation, would 
consequently have imposed upon us a task 
beyond our strength, the performance of 
which would haye been so easy for him. 

Let us analyze more in detail the error 
which would attribute to weak human rea- 
son the power of devising social laws and 
institutions. What reason could the Crea- 
tor have had for omitting to pre-compose 
for us a Social Code, sustained by Attrac- 
tion? What reason could he have had for 
refusing us such a Code? 


Six views may be taken of the subject: 

ist. Either He did not know how to give 
us a Social Code which would lead us by 
Attraction to social good; in this case why 
create in us the want of it without having 
the means of satisfying that want? We see 
that He assigns to all his creatures a mode 
of existence adapted to and in harmony 
with their nature and the instincts which He 
has implanted in them. Why has He not 
done the same with man? If He has doom- 
ed us irrevocably to the present systems of 
society with their nine permanent scourges, 
why not have given us Attractions for po- 
verty, fraud, oppression, war, &c., which 
are their inevitable results ? 

2d. Or, He has not wished to give us a 
Social Code; in this case He’would be the 
persecutor of mankind, creating in us wants 
which it is impossible for us to satisfy, inas- 
much as no human codes can extirpate the 
nine scourges. 


3d. Or, He has known how and has not | 


wished. This monstrous supposition would 
attribute to the Creator a malignant spirit, 
knowing how to do the good but preferring 
the reign of evil. . 

4th. Or, He has wished, but has not known 
how. 
capable of governing us, wishing the good, 
but not knowing how to effect it, and which 
we still less can effect. 

5th. Or, He has neither known how nor 
wished. This supposition would be an 
outrage upon all the attributes of the Di- 
vinity, as it would impute to him. both 
ignorance and malevolence. 








6th. Or, He has known how and has wish- 


ed. In this case a Divine Social Code ex- 
ists, and human reason should have search- 
ed for and endeavored to discover it, instead of 
doubting the universality of God’s Provi- 
dence and denying indirectly the possibility 
of a Divine Order of society on earth. 

When a discovery, made after twenty-five 
centuries of neglect and oversight, reveals to 
and initiates us into a knowledge of the Di- 
vine Social Code, what have we to do but 
to blush for our false philosophical and po- 
litical sciences, and make a trial of this Code 
on a hamlet or village, and thus test its truth 
in practice upon a small scale. 

We would not have doubted for a mo- 
ment the existence of this Code, if we had 
reflected how easy it was for God to bestow 
upon us such a favor. In fact, to deliver 
us from the scourge of false human socie- 
ties, and to give us a Code capable of har- 
monizing our industrial, social and domes- 
tic relations, the Divinity had only to will 
to do so. Exclusive possessor of the power 
of imparting Attraction, the worst Social 
Code composed by him, and sustained by 
Attraction, would maintain itself and be uni- 
versally adopted by mankind on account of 
the happiness it would confer ; whereas the 
best social Code composed by men, requir- 
ing constraint and punishment for its sup- 
port, becomes a source of discord and suf- 
fering from the want alone of Attraction in 
obeying its laws, All the codes of men 
would fall at once if they were not upheld 
by prisons and scaffolds. 

Hence we may draw the singular conclu- 
sion that our happiness can only arise from 
Divine social laws, even were the Divinity 
less skilful in legislation than philosophers 
and statesmen. His Code, were it only the 
equal of theirs in wisdom, will always have 
an inappreciable superiority, inasmuch as it 
will be sustained by Attraction, which is the 
only pledge of happiness for those who 
obey. A man is happier in obeying the be- 
hests of a beloved being, than in command- 
ing the obedience of a slave: it is not con- 
sequently from liberty alone that happiness 
flows, but from the charm and attraction 
connected with the functions which we ex- 
ercise. 


Thus the Creator would be sure of secu- 
ring our happiness by an Attractive Code, 
were it even inferior in wisdom to the laws 
of men; and on the other hand He would 
be sure of seeing us miserable under all 
codes coming from human reason, from the 
fact that they are not Attractive, and that 
the human legislator does not possess the 
power of inspiring love for his tax-gather- 











If this were the case He would be in- | 





ers, bailiffs, military conscriptions, and other 
perfectible perfectibilities of civilized consti- 
tutions. 


The human legislator may, sword in hand, 
force us to avow that we love his laws, 
but he cannot inspire us with any real at- 
tachment for them unless he gives us a part 
in the pensions, sinecures, or other means 
of idle ease, which are for a small number 
of elect only ; whereas Attraction once con- 
nected by the Supreme Law-giver with the 
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execution of a Code, would cause it to be 
loved and obeyed spontaneously by all the 
world. 

If we were in the first ages of civiliza- 
ion, making our first trials at social organi- 
zation, we would ‘perhaps be excusable for 
entertaining some, hope of social good from 
our legislative wisdom, without the inter- 
vention of the Divine Code; but long expe- 
rience has sufficiently undeceived us; we 
have evidently nothing to hope from our 
philosophical and political sciences. Twen- 
ty-five centuries of trials of their theories 
have proved that they are so many circles 
of error, and that instead of fulfflling their 
promises, they bring upon nations new ca- 
lamities. 





§ Il. 

Or THE ABSURDITIES WITHOUT NUMBER 
wHicH Human REASON ATTRIBUTES TO 
THE CREATOR IN SUPPOSING THAT HE 
COULD HAVE FAILED To Compose A So- 
CIAL CODE BASED UPON ATTRACTION. 


Duties are proportional to means: the 
more opulent a Father is, the higher the du- 
ties which he has to fulfil towards his chil- 
dren. The destitute parent cannot be said 
to owe his children food and raiment, of 
which he is himseli deprived: the artizan 
who possesses some means, owes them the 
necessaries of life: the man of moderate 
fortune owes them useful instruction 
and the knowledge of a trade or pro- 
fession : the rich man owes them a polished 
education and the polite acquirements, and 
thus by gradation up to the monarch, who, 
without doubt, is under the greatest obliga- 
tions of duty towards his children, having 
the most means of fulfilling them. 

According to this progression, God who 
is our common Father, owes us far more 
than a monarch owes his children; being 
infinite in power he must have provided 
means for our happiness, beginning with 
this world, far greater than-any potentate 
can secure to his children ; and this happi- 
ness should begin for us from the moment 
the divine social code is established: the 
goods which providence reserves us cannot 
be attained under the laws of men. 


It may be objected by some that God re- 
serves us this happiness in the other world, 
and that for thisreason He may be absolved 
from giving it to us in this: this is to as- 
sume that there exist voids in his provi- 
dence ; that itis not universal, and does not 
extend to this world; that instead of being 
compound it is but simple, limiting to one 
life that happiness which should be extend- 
ed to both. 

But leaving aside these questions, let us 
restrict ourselves to reasoning upon the du- 
ies of God relative to our temporal Destiny, 
which He must have regulated by a Social 
Code, composed prior to the creation of Man. 

Let us examine to what an extent He 
would have compromised his divine provi- 
dence, if he had not fulfilled this duty: 
let us institute a feigned accusation of Pro- 
vidence, founded upon the supposition that 
He has not composed a social code for the 


regulation of our industrial and social re- 
lations. 

Timorous minds may fear that an accu- 
sation such as follows, although assumed 
to show the falseness of human legislation 
and elevate ourselves to a just conception 
of Divine Wisdom, would be an act of im- 
piety. But in ostensibly accusing Divine Pro- 
dence in this discussion, we accuse in reality 
false human reason, for the greater the 
number of accusation, which can be raised 
against Divine Wisdom, the more impossible 
it will become to believe that the Creator 
could have committed the fatal error of 
neglecting to compose for us a Social Code, 
and the more we should be inclined to search 
for it and summon ‘science to proceed to the 
discovery. 

The methodical accusation of Divine 
Providence, so far from being an act of 
audacity or irreligion, would then have been 
one of profound wisdom, in as much as it 
would have dissipated those prejudices 
which exist in the human mind, and which 


and if he has not provided for this want by 
composing a system which would regulate 
according to laws of divine order their social 
and industrial relations, and their passions. 
2d. He has placed human reason upon a 
level with his own, if He has leftto it the care 
of regulating the most important branch of 
universal Movement,—the Social. 
3rd. He disparages his own wisdom, if, 
being able to secure to us our happiness by 
a social code sustained by attraction, He re- 
fuses us this code and leaves us plunged in 
discord and suffering—out of unity with 
himself and his laws of universal harmony. 
4th. He gives rise, by this absence of a 
social code, to a want of faith in the uni- 
versality of his Providence, for it is not uni- 
versal if it does not extend to this earth and 
provide for the reign upon it of that unity 
and harmony, which are displayed through- 
out the Universe where his laws are obeyed. 
5th. He permits social anarchy to reign 
upon the earth by depriving us of a social 
code, the necessity for which he could not 





take from men faith and hope in the uni- 
versality of Providence. We should have 
arrived by this discussion to the conclusion 
that there must exist a divine social Code, 
and its discovery would soon have followed, 
had its existence once been admitted in 
principle. 

Could it be presumed that the Creator 
would be offended at an accusation of the 
kind ? 

By no means! He has too wisely orga- 
nized the material and moral Universe to be 
offended at any criticism of his works and 
methods, or any inquiry into the causes and 
the ends of apparent evil: so far from it, we 
could not do a more acceptable or reverential 
act than to quit everything like blind adora- 
tion and scrutinize closely into his plans for 


have overlooked, for no human government 
in founding a colony, however small, 
forgets to assign to it some system of 
government. This provident foresight and 
duty the Creator owed to our globe and to all 
other globes, they being all colonies of which 
He is the founder. 


6th. There are not unity of system and 
economy of means in the government of the 
universe, if He does not direct man to social 
good by Attraction, the agent by which He 
guides all his creations to Harmony from the 
highest to the lowest in their respective 
speres. By making Attraction a deceitful 
guide for man alone He makes him an ex- 
ception in the universe, and isolates him 
from the scale of universal unity. 





the government of the wniverse; provided, 
however, that we do the same with the adver- 
sary of divine Wisdom, with false philosophy 
or false human reason, which from the begin- 
ning of societies, has usurped the direction of 
the social movement, and arrogated to itself 
the function of social legislation, excluding 
the idea of a divine social order. 

The interesting lesson which the table 
that follows, offers, is that all the accusa- 
tions here raised fall to the charge of human 
reason, if it can be proved that it is not the 
Creator who has neglected to compose for 
mankind a social code, but that it is human 
reason which has refused to search for it. 





TasLe oF ACCUSATIONS TO BE BROUGHT 
aGAINst DrvinE PROVIDENCE ON THE 
HYPOTHESIS OF THE NON-EXISTENCE OF 
a Divine Socrat Cope. 

(Human reason in declaring that the 
Creator has not precomposed for us a social 
code for the regulation of our industrial and 
social relations, raises against his Providence 
the following accusations :—) 

1st. He is not omniscient, and his Provi- 
dence and his Wisdom are not universal, if 
in creating worlds ‘He has not foreseen the 
want of a Social Code by their inhabitants, 





7th. He would be the author, direct and 
indirect, of the misery of the Human Race: 
—direct by withholding from them an attrac- 
tive code which would secure their happi- 
ness, and indirect by not giving them attrac- 
tions, (which he can distribute precisely as 
He wishes,) adapted to the results, such as 
indigence, injustice, dependence, &c., which 
the laws of men produce,—laws which 
would have become for them a source of 
happiness, if God had given them attraction 
for these odious results, as He should have 
done, if our present societies were to be 
eternal. 

8th. He establishes a permanent conflict 
between man and God, and between man and 








resist and combat perpetually the attractions* 





* In speaking of the attractions and pas- 
sions without qualification, we understand 
them always as truly developed and rightly 
directed, when they are good and divine,— 
not falsely and subversively developed and 
misdirected, when they are evil and diaboli- 
cal. Ambition misdirected in a monarch 
may lead to carnage and devastation ; the 
same passion truly developed and rightly 
directed may induce him to act up to the 
highest standard of justice and dignity. The 

reat error which is committed is to con- 
ound the perverted developements which the 
passions receive in our false societies with 





his own nature, if He has condemned usto 
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which He has given us; and if foreseeing 
that they would lead us toevil, He has given 
us noother power than Reason to resist them 
which is impotent with those even who set 
themselves up as oracles of it, like philoso- 
phers and law-givers, persons in general as 
little capable of governing their passions as 
any other class, 

9th. He gwes rise to doubt and disbelief 
in his Providence, for He must have forseen 
that mankind, after some thousands of years 
of fruitless social trials, would, under the 
laws of sophists and human legislators, suf- 
fer only an increase of their miseries, and 
would invoke in vain the aid of divine wis- 
dom, inasmuch as no code had been pro- 
vided for the regulation of their social destiny ; 
and these afflictions and the want of divine 
favor would lead the human mind in the end 
to loose all hope in God, and to believe in the 
doctrines of materialism, atheism and the 
eternal reign of evil on earth, and other 
aberrations, which are engendered by the 
spectacle of the miseries of the civilized, 
barbarian, and savage societies, 

10th. He would possess attributes iunpu- 
ted to the evil spirit, if the present false 
societies are to continue forever and be our 
unchangeable social destiny, for we may 
defy the evil spirit, if the government of the 
globe were surrendered to him, to invent for 
the torture and degradation of the human 
race, 

more ferocity and brutality than we find 
in the Savage state, 

more persecution and tyranny than we 
find in the Barbarian state, 

more perfidy and duplicity than we find 
in the Partriarchal and Civilized states ; and, 
in fine, 

more poverty and debasement than the 
Human Race experience throughout the 
whole course of these four false societies. 

1ith. He would be in conflict and con- 
tradiction with himself, if, loving justice, 
truth and unity, He has destined us to the 
civilized, barbarian, and savage societies, 
which pervert and misdirect the passions, 
and prodtice the permanent triumph of in- 
justice, falseness, and duplicity of action, 
giving rise to a state of collective and in- 
dividual discord and schism among the 
members of the human race:— 

Collective discord in the general opposition 
of the people to governments, which are 


their real essence, their true nature: the 
effect is mistaken for the cause. 

Philosophers declare that our passions and 
attractions are our enemies—which supposes 
that God, who created them, is also our 
enemy. When we understand fully the na- 
ture and mechanism of the Social. Order, 
predestined for us by the Divinity, we shall 
see that He knew perfectly well how to 
create the passions and attractions so as to 
be adapted to social harmony and unity ; that 
He would be wrong to change them to please 
Seneca or Plato, and that human reason, in- 
stead of criticising his work, should exert 
itself to discover a Social Order adapted to 
and m harmony with them. No human theory 
and efforts will change them, and they will 
perpetually lead us to evil in false human 
societies, as they will to good in a true 
Social Order. 





maintained only by standing armies, prisons, 
police organizations, &.; and in wars and 
hatreds between nations : 

Individual discord in the, perpetual com- 
bat which reason wages with the passions ; 
and in the universal opposition and. strife 
between individuals of the same nation, the 
result of our false systems of commerce, 
industry and free competition. 

12th. He is in conflict and contradiction 
with the universe, which is composed of 
three principles— ; 

I. Divine Love—the active creative prin- 
ciple. 

II. Matter—the passive principle ; acted 
upon. 

III. The mathematical laws; Divine Wis- 
dom, the neutral and regulating principle. 

God would be in conflict with the two 
last principles, if He has irrevocably 
destined the earth (which forms part 
of the second or material principle) to 
its present disordered condition, with its 
ravaged and uncultivated regions, its burning 
deserts, its pestilential marshes, its volcanic 
eruptions, and earthquakes, climatic excesses, 
inundations, and a vitiated and deranged state 
of the elements. Ifthe present chaotic state 
of the globe is the ultimate design of the 
Creator, He governs matter in a manner at 
variance with the third principle, or laws of 
mathematical order and harmony. 

We have now passed in review some of 
the accusations which might be raised against 
Divine Providence, if He had neglected to 
compose for us a Social Code, based upon 
the laws of mathematical justice. 

We have reduced these accusations to 
twelve, although the number might be 
doubled or trebled; those here enumerated 
are, however, sufficient to sustain the pro- 
position laid down in this essay : 

That ina methodical accusation of Divine 
Providence, all the charges fall upon human 
reason, if it can be proved that it is not the 
Creator who has neglected to compose a 
Code for the regulation of our passions and 
social and industrial relations, but that it is 
human reason which, engaged in false and 
sophastical sciences, has neglected all search 
for this Divine Social Code. 

We need not fear to offend the Creator by 
raising against him these and a hundred 
other accusations upon the ground of neglect 
to compose for us a Social Code. But if He 
has provided a code before creating the hu- 
man race, and given us in the constant 
tendency of the attractions, the means of 
discovering it, upon whom fall these divers 
accusations, if not upon human reason, 
which has lost five-and-twenty centuries in 
philosophical and political controversies, 
without having thought of searching for the 
divine social code, by an analytical and 
synthetical study and calculation of passional 
attraction; a subject which should have oc- 
cupied the attention of philosophers in the 
early ages of scientific investigation, were it 
merely from curiosity and to obey a law 
which they themselves have laid down, that 
of ‘universal exploration.” 








Thus the accusation of Divine Providence, 
which may seem at first an act of irreligion 
and impiety, becomes in reality one of the 
wisest and most religious acts which man 
can perform, inasmuch as it arraigns and 
brings to the bar of judgment false reason 
and false human seience, for its opposition 
to the wisdom of the Creator. 

We cannot accuse Providence, without 
accusing at the same time human reason and 
the false societies which it has devised and 
set up, and which now stand undoubted and 
unsuspected ; this is the only means of 
setting forth the wisdom of God in human 
government, which up to the present time 
has been grievously compromised in the 
eyesof mankind by the errorsand aberrations 
of human reason ; it will be fully vindicated 
only by a regular examination of the duties 
of God and the means He has reserved for 
their fulfilment, and by subjecting human 
reason to a similar examination. 

This whole subject may be reduced to the 
two following points : 

The duty of the Creator is to compose 
for mankind a Social Code, based upon 
Attraction. 

The.duties of human reason are to search 
for this Code by a study of the tendencies of 
Attraction, and make a critical examination 
and trial of it, when discovered. 

If we institute the inquiry whether Provi- 
dence or human reason has failed in the 
fulfilment of duty, the least investigation 
will lead us at once to suspect human rea-~ 
son, and summon it to proceed to search for 
the divine Social Code, and to the methodi- 
cal study of passional attraction, the means 
of discovering it. 

To this result the doubts and skepticism 
of modern infidelity might have led, if its 
authors had not been shallow and abortive 
reasoners, but it ended only in pure negation 
or atheism. The rebellion of the moderns, 
especially of the eighteenth century, against 
divine wisdom, was perhaps an effect of de- 
spair with an age worn out with the apparent 
mistakes and disorders of Nature. Infidelity, 
odious as it is, might have become a 
means of discovery, if its oracles had 
transcended the narrow formulas of mere 
negation. If they had believed that they 
had good ground for their rebellion against 
Providence, they would not have feared to 
establish the accusation regularly, and raised 
a doubt of their own sophistical sciences as 
well as of Providence, commencing by a 
detailed series of accusations and duties re- 
spectively. 

And as any discussion of this subject, in 
rendering a methodical accusation of false 
human science necessary, would have caused 
suspicion to rest upon it as well as upon 
Providence, it is indubitable that false hu- 
man science would have fallen at once from 
the fact that it had instituted no search for 
the divine social order. 

Thus extremes meet : this mystery of our 
social destiny, this social code, the discovery 
of which we should have arrived at by full- 
ness of Faith and Hope in God, we might 
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also have been arrived at by a methodical 
accusation of divine Providence. Such an 
act, impious in appearance, would have led 
by inverse means to the same end, to which, 
by direct means, enlightened faith and an 
ardent hope in divine wisdom, would have 
conducted us. 

Our philosophers, in infidelity as in all 
other things, have failed consequently from 
simplism and littleness. Simple Infidelity, 
or a doubt of Providence alone, is a hideous 
opinion, but compound Infidelity, or suspi- 
cion of human reason as well as Providence, 
might have been, when we consider the be- 
wildered state of mankind, a fortunate con- 
ception, and not so unreasonable as might 
at first appear ; for it is conditional, and does 
not call into question the existence of a 
divine Providence until an examination of 
its antagonist, false human science, and the 
verification of what each has done for the 
fulfilment of its duties. In this respect 
compound infidelity leads to the same end 
asenlightened faith, for both induce a regular 
study of Attraction and a search for the 
divine social Code. 

Our globe up to the present time has been 
guided by pure or simple faith, attributing 
the government of the universe to the arbi- 
trary will of the Deity, without the inter- 
vention of the laws of mathematical order. 

In this study, as in all others, human 
reason has lost itself by simplism and one- 
sided views ; and with all its metaphysical 
theories upon the generation of ideas, it has 
never been able in its studies relative to 
God, Man, and the Universe, to elevate it- 
self to any compound idea, to any hypothe- 
sis of social and material unity upon the 
globe, and of a universal and unitary con- 
necting principle. 

Half way measures serve only to aggra- 
vate an evil; we may judge of this by the 
futile movement of our modern infidels, 
whose one-sided aggression, whose doubt 
of divine Providence, but not of vain human 
rationality, has led us away from the dis- 
covery of the divine social code and the 
laws of passional attraction ; whereas com- 
pound or methodical doubt and disbelief 
would have led direct to the accusation of 
vain rationality and false human science. 
This is the end that was to be attained. 

A cause is inextricable so long as the 
criminal performs the function of accuser : 
he will take good care to bring no charges 
against himself; and such has been the 
trick of our one-sided infidels; they have 
reasoned against Providence, basing their 
disbelief on the apparent disorders of this 
world, where the reign of evil (called in 
scripture “the time of the curse,”) com- 
prises but a small part of the career of man- 
kind on earth, say from an eighth to a six- 
teenth,—the scientific reason of which dis- 
orders they have not known how to explain. 

Should infidelity and false philosophy have 
been simply condemned and discarded? No, 
they should have been accused and con- 
founded, and the task fulfilled which they 
had neglected; and it should have been | 





proved to them by the calculation of Attrac- 
tion, by the complete theory of the passions, 
that man instead of condemning the work 
of God, the passions, should seek to dis- 
cover the uses to which He had destined 
them. 

Why should human reason arrogate to 
itself the right of doubting Providence, while 
at the same time it doubts not its own in- 
fallibility? To escape this dilemma it 
makes use of a subtertuge, which hitherto 
has fully answered its purpose; it pretends 
to humiliate itself, saying: ‘‘ Let us revere 
the profound wisdom of the Deity, let us 
not dare, with a sacrilegious audacity, to 
penetrate his awful mysteries, to tear away 
the adamantine veil thatcovers the secrets of 
creation ; is it for a pigmy like man to sound 
the depths of the. Divinity !” 

Let us not be dupes of such evasive rea- 
sonings, but meet the question fairly, and 
come to a clear elucidation ; a fault has been 
committed somewhere ; it must be traced to 
its proper source ; and inasmuch as suspi- 
cion can only reston Divine Providence on 
the one hand, and human reason on _the 
other, we should admit no evasion of the 
question. Let us not fear that the inquest 
will be offensive to the Creator: far from 
it; He desires it for his own glory and for 
our good. For twenty-five centuries his 
providence has been subject to doubt, al- 
though under an appearance of profound 
respect and reverence ; but notwithstanding 
this show of respect and reverence, the 
principle is not the less maintained indirect- 
ly, that his Providence is limited and insuf- 
ficient, inasmuch as He has failed to pre- 
compose for us a social code,—that He is 
the enemy of distributive equity and justice, 
of economy of means, and of unity of sys- 
tem, inasmuch as it is imputed to him that 
the savage, barbarian and civilized social 
chaos, is’ in conformity and harmony 
with his views, although it evidently 
violates all those principles, and engenders 
universal injustice, waste and duplicity. 

Such are the imputations which men, in 
upholding our present false societies, cast 
upon the Supreme Being. Their homage, 
tarnished by the errors of Reason, cannot 
satisfy Him ; his wisdom can only be made 
fully manifest by determining definitely 
whether it is Hr wo Is DEFICIENT IN 
PROVIDENCE As TO A Socrat Conk, or Hv- 
MAN REASON WHICH IS DEFICIENT IN THE 
SEARCH FOR IT. 


Note.—The advocates of Association are con- 
stantly called upon to explain what will be 
the nature and character of this or that in- 
stitution, or this or that arrangement in 
Association. We willtake one of the most 
common inguiries as an example to illus- 
trate our views on the subject, and the 
general answer which we have to make. 

It is asked :—What is to be the system of 
marriage in Association ?—what are to be the 
regulations in regard to the union of the 
sexes? Will the present system of marriage 
be preserved ? or, are any changes contem- 
plated, and if so, what are they ? 

To these and all similar questions concern- 
ing particular Institutions of a moral or reli- 
gious natnre, we make this answer ; that as 
God has pre-calculated for mankind a Social 








Order asa whole, so also He has predeter- 
mined and provided for all the parts or in- 
stitutions of that Order ; and all that man has 
to do is to seek for and discover the nature of 
the Institutions predestined for him by God 
and conform to and establish them. Neither 
Fourier nor his followers pretend nor wish to 
set up any Institutions of their own devi- 
sing ; they desire only to discover and estab- 
lish the Social Institutions of God, which 
are to be found in the double revelation of 
science and religion, and in Attraction or 
the promptings of the soul, when truly and 
harmoniously developed. 

We believe that the Creator, in implanting 
in the breasts of men and women the passions 
Love and Paternity, has determined upon a 
system of relations for the regulating of those 
affections, so as to give them the greatest 
spiritual elevation, and secure their satisfac- 
tion according to his laws of order. Ifthe pre- 
sent system of Marriage be true, if it be the 
one which God has designed for man, then it 
will stand forever ; if not,it will be changed 
by future generations when they discover the 
divine system. 

As regards our own intentions, we do not 
propose to interfere with, or eflect any 
change whatever in those high and sacred 
institutions relating to the family union or 
marriage, or to religion. The present gen- 
eration is too ignorant, too unrefined, too 
gross and material to decide upon problems 
ofahigh spiritual nature, and they must be 
left for the future. 

As we have said, we are desirous of dis- 
covering the Social Institutions predestined 
for us by the Creator, and establishing such as 
the present state of things, and the condition 
of mankind allow and call for ; and certainly 
proceeding upon such principles, there can 
be no danger of establishing false or per- 
nicious Institutions. If any of those, which 
we now strenuously advocate, are found to be 
in practice defective, they can easily be 
modified, or done away with entirely, and 
new ones instituted in their place; and with 
a generation, brought up in Association, 
under the benign influences of universal 
education, enlightenment and abundance, 
and with a profound faith in the universality 
of Providnee, it will be very easy to discover 
the Truth in social affairs. 

As Reformers, we have a very clear and 
simple duty to perform ; it is to propose and 
carry out such practical and industrial 
arrangements in society as we believe are 
just and true, and will be productive of 
present and real good. For the future we 
do not legislate. 


§ Ui. 

EXAMINATION OF THE (GUARANTIES OF 
CoNCORD AND UNITY WHICH ATTRACTION 
ESTABLISHES BETWEEN Gop AnD Man, 
Let us multiply proofs to establish the 

great truth, before which false human 
societies stand condemned: to wit: THAT 
THERE MUST EXIST A DIVINE SOCIAL CODB, 
COMPOSED BY GOD AND REVEALED TO US BY 
Atrraction. Science having made no 
study of Passional Attraction, up to the 
present time, has been guilty, by this 
omission, of a shameful neglect, particularly 
since the success of Newton in the discov- 
ery of material Attraction, which should 
have induced men of science to pursue this 
study, to raise it from the simple to the com- 
pound, and addthe calculations of Passion- 
al to those of Material Attraction. 

The age plunged in sophistical contro- 
versies and political illusions, deserves the 
strongest reproach for its opposition to 
Nature. J|is prejudices against Attraction 


are like those old walls of Roman cement, 
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upon which the iron bar of the, workman 
makes no impression ; such“is,the tenacity 
of our prepossessions against the guide 
which God has given us—Attraction. 
Numerous indications exist, which should 
have stimulated genius to the study of Pas- 
sional Attraction. Let us examine some of 
these indications which are to be found in 
four of the guaranties of Concord and Unity 
which Attraction establishes between God 
and man. 


ist. Permanent social guide and interpre- 
ter. Attraction stimulates and directs us 
constantly, and by impulses which are as 
fixed and unvarying at all times and in all 


places, as the lights of reason are variable 
and deceptive. 


The experience of all centuries proves that 
Attraction is immutable, that it will, in ten, 
in twenty thousand years, be as fixed and 
unchangeable as it has been since the crea- 
tion of the world, that it will always tend 
to riches and not to poverty, to groups or 
association and not to isolation and in- 
coherence. From this immutability of At- 
traction, it becomes evident that any science 
relative to its properties, developments and 
effects, would be a positive science, and that 
a social system based upon it, would be a 
true Code emanating from divine wisdom, 
and interpreted by a permanent revelation 
from the Creator, for Attraction is never 
silent nor uncertain. What inducements to 
search for this Code, which once discovered, 
would be a positive guide in social politics, 
and take the place of our irreconcilable 
theories and systems. 


If Attraction were not intended to furnish 
us with this guide, what employment has 
the Creator assigned to it? Hitherto it has 
only served to lead us astray, to plunge us 
into excesses and frightful social discord : it 
seems an enemy, a traitor, which under a 
pleasing exterior, gains our confidence to 
deceive and lure us to perdition. Does God 
wish to betray and mislead us, for it is He 
who has created and given us Attraction ? 

Philosophers believe that they explain the 
problem in saying that God has given us 
reason to resist our Attractions. This He 
has not done: that reason, which they wish 
to oppose to Attraction, is impotent with the 
nine-tenths of mankind. Children are re- 
strained by fear; the mass, by poverty, 
want, and the dread of punishments; old 
age by cautious calculations, and some by 
the terrors of the future; but none are re- 
strained by that reason, which, influenced 
by no considerations of reward or punish- 
ment, would oppose directly the Attractions.* 





* The assertion that Reason has been given 
to us as the guide and regulator of the pas- 
sions and attractions, leads to the following 
conclusions: 

ist. That God has subjected man to the 
control of two contradictory and irreconcile- 
able guides, passion and reason: this would 
be organic duplicity. 

2nd. That the Creator is unjust towards 
the ninety-nine hundreths of men, to whom 
He has not given sufficient powers of reason 
to cope with the passions, for in all countries, 
civilized or uncivilized, the mass possess but 














Reason then does not govern, and the 
more we observe man the more we see that 
he is guided by attraction ; he only listens to 
reason so far as itaids in satisfying his affec- 
tions-and desires. [The great question is to 
give to the passions or attractions a true 
direction and a harmonious development, so 
that they will conduce by their own free and 
equilibrated action to perfect social unity, 
and go hand in hand with sound reason. It 
is the mostabsurd of doctrines which appeals 
to man to thwart and subdue the passions by 
reason alone. The folly of it is shown by 
the experience of six thousand years.] it 
is evident that God in subjecting us to this 
guide, called attraction, must have designed 
for it some use adapted to the ends of unity 
and justice which are attributes of the Crea- 
tor. To render attraction useful He must 
have given us a code which would allow its 
true action and development. This view is 
the only one which harmonizes with the 
attributes of the Divinity.* 


With these weighty suggestions which 
should have stimulated men to study Attrac- 
tion, and discover the social mechanism to 
which it tends and which is adapted to its 
nature and requirements, how great is the 
oversight of men of Science who have so 
long deferred thisstudy, and how great would 
be the perversity of those who would en- 
deavor to hinder a trial of this social mecha- 
nism, now that its laws are discovered by 
the calculation of Attraction. 


2d. The saving of all coercive measures, 
and agents of constraint—of prisons, scaf- 
folds, police, judges, bailiffs and other 
parasitic agents, to which false human 
societies must resort in order to mainaint 
their laws and institutions, and their false 
and repugnant system of industry. 

This whole parapharnalia of repression 
and constraint would become useless from 
the moment a social Code based upon attrac- 
tion was put in force. Can we doubi that 
we are destined to it? As presumptive 
evidence of the fact, we have only to ob- 
serve that God has created on the earth no 


_—— 


a moderate share of Reason, in the philoso- 
phical acceptation of the word :—this would 
be distributwe duplicity. 

3rd. That the Creator in giving us Reason 
as a counterpoise to the Attractions, has 
failed in his object ; for it is evidently insuf- 
ficient with the great majority, and even 
with those who possess the most of it :—this 
would be practical duplicity. 


* A simple scale of the Attributes of the 
Divinity. 

THE ENTIRE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNI- 
VERSE IN ALL ITS MOVEMENTS. 

1. Universality of Providence. 

2. Economy of means ; or causative power 
in creation, 

3. Distributive justice or universal equity. 

4, The exclusive distribution of attractions 
and repulsions to all orders of beings in the 
Universe. 

5. Geometrical direction in the spiritual 
and material movements of the Universe. 

6. The diffraction of primitive impulsions 
(passions and attractions,) thwarted in de- 
velopment ; or the repercussed action of these 
accidentally compressed principles ofactivity. 

7. Infinity in all its attributes. 

Uniry or system. (Universal harmony.) 








means of constraint superior to the resist- 
ance which man can oppose. We see upon 
our globe neither giants, centaurs, tritons, 
nor any agents, capable of overpowering 
human armies, although it would have been 
so easy for God to have created, both on the 
land and in the seas, beings of a colossal 
stature, and capable of subduing and correct- 
ing man in case of rebellion against his laws 
and will. This absence of any such mon- 
strous creations, denotes that constraint does 
not enter into the plans of the Creator, and 
that a social code coming from him will be 
entirely exempt from it. 

If God did not possess the potent lever 
of Attraction, He would be obliged to resort 
to constraint, in the government of the Uni- 
verse; He would have to create in the 
firmament colossal planets to force on the 
smaller ones, and compel them to move 
with regularity in their orbits. It would be 
the same on the earth where He would have 
to create beings of a gigantic species, like 
the fabled monsters of antiquity, in order to 
force men to exercise industry, and to adopt 
the social system willed by him. In the 
animal creation the same law of constraint 
being applied, He would be obliged to create 
gigantic bees to force the smaller ones to 
gather honey, and large beavers to force the 
smaller ones to construct their dams. 

Still these colossal species might disobey 
God, if they were not themselves impelled 
by attraction to perform the duties assigned 
them. God, consequently, would be obliged 
to employ attraction with some, and con- 
straint with others, and thus knowingly 
make use of Duplicity of system in 
the government of the universe, when 
He could operate on the principle of Unity, 
by subjecting all creation to attraction, 
which, producing an affectionate and willing 
obedience, would form a chain of flowers 
for all his creatures. 

How can we suppose that the Creator to 
whom we attribute supreme goodness and 
economy, could take pleasure in thus com- 
plicating the social mechanism by employ- 
ing constraint, which requires twice the 
number of agents, and causes the misfortune 
of the great majority? How could that 
Being, to whom we attribute Unity of system, 
deprive himself intentionally of the wonder- 
ful agent of attraction ?—which, employed 
with complete success as agent of sideral 
harmonies, must, according to the law of 
unity, be the instrument of harmony in the 
social relations of mankind. 


From these indications, we may draw the 
conclusion that God, in the social code 
which He has destined for us, could only 
have determined upon the employment of 
attraction, inasmuch as He has not provided 
himself with any coercive means to enforce 
obedience. How can we after this explain 
the inconsistency of men, who wish, as they 
say, to walk in the ways of God, and who 
refusing to consult Attraction, his agent and 
interpreter in social mechanism, trust to our 
vague andarbitrary doctrines of philosophy, 
although the continuance of the nine per- 
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manent scourges for three thousand’ years 
past, should have proved to them that those 
doctrines are opposed to the ways of God, 
and that under their guidance man has 
failed completely in the discovery of the 
divine social Code and the theory of human 
Destiny. 

3rd. Happiness of worlds living under 
divine social laws by the satisfaction of 
attraction ; and misery of worlds living un- 
der the laws of men, by the martyrdom of 
Attraction, which is indirect punishment by 
the Creator for non-obedience to his laws. 

It would be incompatible with the dignity 
of the Supreme Being to inflict direct pun- 
ishment upon rebel worlds or individuals ; 
free-will would then no longer exist. The 
Creator to leave us free-will, must desist 
from his power of punishing directly, and 
inflict only an indirect punishment, that of 
violated and unsatisfied desires and attrac- 
tions. This punishment is equitable, inas- 
much. as it is inall cases proportioned to the 
resistance of the rebel, and requires no 
special chastisement, no act of Divine anger. 

Disappointment in the satisfaction of our 
desires and attractions is an evil which may be 
borne at first. We may try for awhile to 
vanquish our desires, to despise the goods of 
the world, and console ourselves when in 
want witha perusal of Plato or Seneca, or 
by philosophical reflections. Men might, 
perhaps, succeed in becoming indifferent 
to many privations, if the objects of 
their desires were not, in the midst of their 
want, constantly displayed before them. The 
poor and the needy are everywhere exposed 
to this tantalization. In small villages even, 
there are always a few rich, whose happier 
condition awakens desires and wants in the 
multitude, that reduce them to the condition 
of Tantalus. Thus Attraction, long repress- 
ed, degenerates into keen suffering, and this 
suffering is not direct punishment on the 
part of God, for mankind are free to change 
their course, to quit the banner of false hu- 
man science and legislation, of poverty and 
repugnant industry, and establish the divine 
social order, which would secure the full 
satisfaction of attraction. It is not the 
Creator who prevents the advent of happi- 
ness on earth; it is men who deprive them- 
selves of it by denying the necessity of a 
divine code for the government of their 
social relations, and by condemning attrac- 
tion its agent and interpreter. 

Let us observe that this martyrdom falls 
upon the rich as well as upon the poor, and 
that among the rich classes, whose happi- 
ness is so envied, we find a large number 
who are devoured by ennui and tormented 
by unsatisfied desires. Let us listen to a 
celebrated woman on this subject—Madame 
de Maintenon, who writes to a friend thus: 

«Oh, that I could make you see the 
ennui which devours the great, and what 
trouble they have to fill the hours !—the 
irksomeness of the presence of that multi- 
tude of valets, whom they cannot do with- 
out; the restlessness which leads them to 
change from place to place, without finding 





any one that pleases; the ennui that fol-| 


lowseven upon the throne! Do you not see | 
that I am dying with melancholy, while fa- | 
vored by fortune to an extent that can hardly | 
be imagined, and that it is only the succor of 
God, which prevents me from sinking under 
it! (a feeble succor if it does not prevent her | 
from dying with ennui.) I have been young 
and handsome ; I have enjoyed pleasures ; 
I have been ioved by all at a later age; | 
have passed years in the intercourse of let- 
ters; IL have attained the height of fortune, | 
and I protest to you, that all conditions leave | 
a frightful void, an anxiety, a lassitude, a'| 
desire to know something else, because in | 
them all there is nothing which satisfies 
fully !” 

If at the height of grandeur, we find per- 
sons weighed down by ennu? and melancho- 
ly from mere want of satisfaction of attrac- 
tion, what must the suffering be when 
attraction is outraged and violated, as in the 
case of thwarted ambition? We often see 
persons die of chagrin from disappointment 
of some cherished hope. Fourcroy, the 
learned chemist, died of regret, it is said, at 
seeing the place of President of the Univer- 
sity given to Fontanes. ‘Sir Samuel Rom- 
milly, having failed in obtaining the office 
of Chancellor, which was given io Mr. 
Abbott, committed suicide in a fit of despair. 
If we examine the condition of twenty heads 
of families, taken at random, we shall find 
that the want of means is for nineteen of 
them a perpetual source of perplexity and 
torment. Itis the same with women, who 
have passed the freshness of youth, and 
who have no objects of interest to occupy 
them. We see this martyrdom of unsatis- 
fied attraction reigning everywhere, even 
among -the most obscure classes; here 
a peasant chokes with spite for having 
missed a farm, which another has obtained ; 
there a young girl sinks into a decline, and 
dies from disappointed love. 

We see all ranks and classes exposed to 
these disappointments and miseries, which 
would not exist in a social order, that 
would afford to all our affections and desires 
numerous true and natural modes of action, 
forming a variety and succession of | plea- 
sures so well connected, that disappoint- 
ments and’ reverses would, at the most, 
cause but temporary suffering, which would 
soon be dissipated. 

Such would be the effect of a true, har- 
monious and integral development of the 
passions ; it would produce equilibrium and 








unity in the moral nature of man, but this 
development is possible only in a social 
order, the institutions of which are fully 
adapted to his nature, in which he will en- 
joy every advantage and opportunity of 
moral, intellectual and physical culture, and 
which would train, educate and develope 
the passions according to the laws of pasion- 
al harmony. 

4th. Agreement of sound reason with na- 
ture or attraction—thatis,ot desire with duty, 
the attainment of fortune by the practice of 
truth and justice, the final reconciliation of 





the individual with the collective interest, and 


the love of self with the “love of the neigh- 
bor.” These are the beautiful results of a 
social order which will develope truly the 
passions and attractions, and enable them to 
expand in congenial spheres of action, 
establish unity of interests in society, and 
introduce equity and justice in the practical 
affairs of men, particularly in commerce, 
finance and industry,in which so much fraud 
and falseness now reign. 

Let us give a single example to show the 
necessity of a new social order to reconcile 
attraction with sound reason. We will take 
our example from the love of riches, which 
is the most universal passion or attraction 
at present. Observe the contradictory opin- 
ions which exist upon this subject. 

The sage advises us to contemn riches and 
temporal pleasures, to disdain them and pre- 
fer truth and virtue in their place. The 
worldly-wise on the contrary are in favor of 
acquiring fortune, often even at the expense 
of the precepts of the sage; they advise a 
preference for the real advantages of wealth 
to the doubtful charms of philosophical con- 
templations. 

Which of the two parties is in error? 
Both, in present society. 

The poor man, however strict his integrity 
and virtue, is looked upon with indifference 
and contempt by the world, and the sage 


himself, who has failed in acquiring fortune, § 


is without credit and influence to give weight 
to his views, however praiseworthy they 
may be. The sage who is indigent com- 
promises wisdom itself ; he discredits it, and 
exposes it to derision in a purely commercial 
and money-making world. 

On the other hand, is it certain that the 
worldly-wise are right in loving and recom- 
mending riches ? No, when we consider the 
deceptive and odious means which it is often 
necessary to employ to acquire them. There 
is in both cases a mixture of wisdom and 
error, a complication of contradictory princi- 
ples,” which it is impossible to conciliate in 
the present state; for the true conclusion 
would be that riches are necessary, but that 
they should be attainable without resort to 
injustice, deception, fraud, and overreaching, 
which in society, as at present constituted, 
are avenues, and indeed the principal ones, 
to fortune. 

A full discussion of this subject would 
lead persons of all opinions to desire an 
order of things which would lead to fortune 
by the practice of truth and justice. This 
would be to ask for the supplanting of the 
present system of society, called civilization, 
by a new social order, in which fortune 
could only be acquired by the practice of 
truth and integrity _It will then be possible 
and praiseworthy to love riches and truth 
at the same time ; the attractions for these 
two objects will be in combined action and 
agreement. Our desires will no longer be at 
war with reason ; man will be at peace with 
nature and himself. There will be unity 
and harmony between the impulses of the 
passions and the dictates of wisdom, which 
at present are in complete discord and con- 
flict ; for whatever may be the condition of 
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men it is impossible in the present social 
order to conciliate sound reason and attrac- 
tion. 

In reflecting upon the wonderful properties 
of attraction, the guaranties which it fur- 
nishes for establishing unity between God 
and man, and concord between the passions 
and reason, how can we suppose for a mo- 
ment that the Creator would prefer employ- 
ing constraint, with all its odious conse- 
quences, to giving or imparting direct attrac- 
tion to all his creatures for the fulfilling of 
his will, and the performance of the acts 
which He requires of them ! 


CONCLUSION. 

The fault of most readers is, that they 
make no summary and do not preserve the 
leading ideas of what they read. Many 
persons after a perusal of this essay will 
Say, “here are new ideas, remarkable 
views,” and thereupon they will fall back 
into the circle of their prejudices, without 
deriving any advantage from what they have 
read. There is, however, one grand con- 
clusion which should be drawn from what 
has been said at length; we will state it 
very concisely. 

The duty of the Creator is to compose for 
us a social Code, adapted to the attractions 
which He has implanted in us. It is evident 
if6m the explanations given, that He has 
fulfilled this duty. 

The duty of man is to search for the 
Divine Social Codein the study of Attraction. 
{t is obvious that the human mind has failed 
in fulfilling the task assigned it. But the 
fault being now repaired and the Social 
Code discovered, there remains to be per- 
iormed but two duties, a critical examination 
of it, and a practical trial. 


i 


jc The subject of which we treat in the 
following article is one of so vast and com- 
prehensive a nature, that it is impossible to 
do more than merely glance at it; but we 
deem it soimportant that our readers should 
posses at least a general idea of it, on ac- 
count of the constant reference which, in 
almost all writings on Association, is neces- 
sarily made to it, that we cannot refrain 
from presenting even the partial and imper- 
fect explanation which follows. 

“‘ Universal Unity” is the title of Fourier’s 
greatest work, and as we are now engaged 
in rendering it into English, and intend pub- 
lishing shortly, in numbers, a translation of 
Fourier’s writings, we desire to prepere in 
some degree the minds of our readers for the 


higher and more universal parts of his dis- 
coveries. 


UNIVERSAL UNITY. 


The Destiny of Mankind on earth is to 
arrive at, and dwell in UNIVERSAL UNI- 
TY—Unity with themselves—Unity with 
God—Unity with the Universe. 

All the labors of Mankind—moral, intel- 
lectual, and physical—have, as their su- 
preme object and final end, the attainment 
of Universal Unrry. 








Creative Art and Industry, directing Sci- 
ence, and exalting Religion, are all means 
and agencies to aid in establishing Unity, 
which is the fulfilment of human Destiny on 
earth. 

Universal Unity, viewed in its simplest 
aspect, is composed of three branches, thus : 


{ Unity of Man with Man in true So- 
- ciety. 
& ) Unity of Man with God in true Reli- 
- = gion. 
5 Unity of Man with Nature in crea- 
| tive Art and Industry. 





We mean Man, (Homo) the universal 
Man, (Humanity, or the Human Race,) and 
not the individual Man; hence, we may 
express as follows the above three cardinal 
or trine of unities : 

Unity of the Human Race with itself; that 
is, union and brotherhood among all the 
members of the race. 

Unity of the Human Race with God. 

Unity of the Human Race with the Uni- 
verse. 

The first Unity—that is, of the Human 
Race with itself—may be called Soca Unt- 
Ty, which was pointed out and declared by 
Christ and the Apostles, to be the true so- 
cial condition of mankind: 

«Thou shalt love thy neighbor (all the 
family of man) as thyself.” 

«« A new commandment I give unto you, 
that you love one another; as I have loved 
you, that you also love one another.” —John. 

‘Ye are all one, as I and my Father are 
one.”—John. 

**For as the body is one—so also is 
Christ. For by one spirit are we all bap- 
tized into one body, whether we be Jews or 
Gentiles, bond or free,” &c. 

«‘That there should be no schism (dis- 
unity) in the body; but that the members 
should have the same care one for another. 
And if one member suffer all the members 
suffer with it; or one member be honored, 
all the members rejoice with it.” 

These revelations of Christ and the 
Apostles, revelations of Brotherhood and 
Unity, are the alpha and omega of social 
science, the basis and the summit of any 
great human polity. They proclaim tomen 
these eternal Truths : 

«You are all brethren, children of the 
same God, members of the same family ; 
you should form one body, one heart, onE 
mind, and be ong with God.” 

The whole social destiny of humanity is 
summed up in these words. 

But instead of Sociat Unity on earth, 
there is Universa Dis-Uniry, or a state of 
general social Discord and Duplicity. 

This Social Dis-Unity is manifested in 
the wars, conquests, spoliations and oppres- 
sions of Nations; in the divisions of socie- 
ty into antagonist castes and classes, and 
freemen and slaves; in party and sectarian 
strife, and in individual dissensions and con- 
flicts of all kinds. The Human Race must 
be elevated to Harmony and Social Unity. 

The second Unity—the Unity of Man 
with God—is Universal Religion. Man 
was created in “the image and hkeness of 





God,” and this establishes spiritual or inter- 
nal Unity between him andGod. And man 
is endowed with the gift of Immortality, 


which places him in external Unity with 
God. 


If the soul, or spiritual part of man, be 
trained, educated and developed according 
to the law of divine order, or the “* series,” 
then he will obey and act in harmony with 
the laws of God, and perfect spiritual or in- 
ternal Unity will exist. Butif the soul be 
falsely developed, perverted and misdirect- 
ed, and all its elements—the faculties and 
affections, or the passions—are in conflict 
and ‘disorder, then is man a reversed image 
of God, a likeness and image of Satan, a 
being out of unity with God. 

The happiness of mankind in the world 
to come, must be secured by works in this 
world ; but these saving works do not con- 
sist in prayers and devotions, or spiritual 
worship alone. To these must be added the 
performance of divine “ Uses,” or works of 
Attractive Industry, in order to secure the 
Reign of Harmony in this world and in the 
world to come. 

Instead of Religious Unity, there exists 
UniversaL Disuniry between man and 
God. This is manifested in the moral dis- 
cord, subversion of truth and justice, and in 
the depravity which reign on earth ; in the 
gloomy idolatries and religions of blood and 
blind fatalism that are embraced by two- 
thirds of mankind; in the doubt and disbe- 
lief in Providence, the immortality of the 
soul, and even the existence of God in 
Christendom ; in sectarian strife and dissen- 
sions; and lastly, in the degradation, con- 
tempt and neglect of ** Uses,” or of Industry, 
which, rendered attractive by the applica- 
tion of the divine law of the “ series,” will 
become as it should be, the practical Wor- 
ship of Humanity. « Laborare est orare.” 
(To labor is to pray.) 


We make from the Lonpon PHALANX the 


following interesting extract connected with 
this subject : 


The second of these unitiesis what iscom- 
monly called Religion, though Fourier in- 
cludes everything in universal or religious 
unity. He refers us, however, to the Word 
of God for full instruction with regard to 
spiritual unity, or unity of man with God, 
and for the laws of natural unity, or unity 
of man with man collectively on earth, he 
refers us to the Book of Scripture and the 
Book of Nature conjointly as the double 
source of Revelation in which we are to 
seek the laws of God and righteousness : 
“seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and all these things shall 
be added unto you.”—Math : VI. 33. 

It is in obedience to this command and 
with implicit Faith in the Promises of God 
to man in Scripture, that Fourier undertook 
to seek the laws of universal order, and the 
science of social harmony, or unity of man 
with man ; and thisscience is what may be 
deemed especially, «* The System of Fou- 
ner,” as he has dwelt upon it more than 
upon other branches of universal unity. In 
his science of “« universal analogy” he treats 
of all the unities, but in religious disserta- 
tions he treats principally of the unity of 
man with God ; in his cosmogony, he treats 
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of the unity of man with the Universe, and 
in his Science of Society, he treats of the 
unity of man with man. 

He has not published much of his cos- 
mogony, because he thought it might be 
deemed conjectural and fanciful by superfi- 
cial minds, and though his works are emi- 
nently theological he has not written much 
on school divinity because he deems the 
Church the proper teacher of divinity, and 
he believes that she will grow in light as 
fast as the people are prepared to receive it, 
for Christ has said to the Apostles, « Upon 
this Rock I will build my Church and the 
gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.” 
Math. XVI. 18, « If thy Brother neglect to 
hear the church let him be unto thee as an 
heathen man and a publican.” Math. 
XVIII, 17. 

And in Revelation XXII, 16, &c. itis said, 
«I Jesus have sent my angel to testify unto 
you these things in the Churches. I am 
the root and the offspring of David, and the 
bright and morning Star.” 

«« And the Spirit and the bride say come. 
And let him that heareth say come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely.” 

‘© For I testify unto every man that hear- 
eth the words of the prophesy of this book, 
If any man shall add unto these things, 
God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book : and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book 
oi this prophesy, God shall take away his 
part out of the book of life, and out of the 
city and from the things which are written 
in*this book.” 

Fourier, then, has neither added to the 
book of Revelation nor taken away from it, 
by forming a new religious creed of faith 
and doctrine. He refers us constantly to the 
Word of God as the true standard of Faith, 
and reconciles all partial creeds and doctrines 
based upon the Word without preferring 
any one exclusively. Partial creeds or sects 
he looks upon as fragmentary ; a “ taking 
away from the whole Word,” certain parts 
to form a special creed distinct from other 
partial creeds derived from other fragments 
of the Word ; which breaking of the word, 
and of the Body of Christ, he looks upon 
as an exceptional law of progress in false 
unity, to be restored to true unity again when 
all are gathered under Christ the Prince of 
Peace. 

In all the Evangelists we are enjoined to 
feed the poor, and clothe the naked, to visit 
the sick, and give shelter to the age 
all of which are important articles of the 
universal creed (the whole word of God ;) 
and this is the special object of Fourier’s 
“« system.” Itis not a new creed, buta 
new method of attending to the articles of 
the everlasting creed of Christ, and of His 
universal Church: One God, one Church, 
and one Holy Catholic Faith: universal 
unity : material and spiritual unity. 


The third branch or Mareriar Uniry, 
we will view in its most simple aspect. It 
consists in the establishment of a perfect co- 
relation and universal harmony between 
man, as a spiritual being, and matter in the 
creations of Nature and the works of Art 
and Industry. The passions of man are the 
standard of perfection, and by this standard 
all things on earth will be brought into di- 
vine order—that is, into Material Unity. 

By disciplining matter and destroying all 
that now mars the face of Nature, by the 
thorough and universal cultivation of the 


earth’s surface, the perfecting of the erea- 
tions in the animal and vegetable kingdoms, 
the effacing of material discords, and estab- 
lishing of harmonies in their place, man 
will realize Materia, Unity upon his 
planet. 

The duty of man towards nature—to- 
wards the planet on which he dwells, and 
which sustains and supplies him with all 
temporal blessings, is clearly set forth and 
enjoined upon him in Scripture. 


Man is the OversEER of the Globe; and 
to him is assigned the great function of su- 
pervising it, and of regulating the creations 


upon it, for he was commanded as we are 
told in scripture, ‘* to dress it and keep it,” 


to «‘replenish the earth and subdue it; and 
have dominion over every living creature.” 


The Material Unity and Harmony which 
will result from the perfect fulfilment by 
man of his function of Overseer of the 
Globe, is beautifully foreshadowed and de- 
scribed in many parts of the Scriptures, par- 
ticularly in Isaiah, whose prophecies are 
unheeded and disbelieved by christendom in 
general. 

«* The wilderness and solitary place shall 
be glad for them ; and the desert shall re- 
joice, and blossom as the rose.” 


‘Tt shall blossom abundantly, and re- 
joice even with joy and singing: the glory 
of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excel- 
lency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see 
the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of 
our God.” 

Instead of this Unrry there now exists 
universal Matersat Dis-Uniry. Three- 
fourths of the surface of the earth are uncul- 
tivated, and vast regions are desolate and 
barren. Burning deserts and _pestilential 
marshes, like ulcers upon the human body, 
deface the planet, vitiate the atmosphere and 
spread disease and death over the earth ;*+— 
large portions of the earth are given up to 
beasts of prey and noxious reptiles, and it 
is desolated by storms, inundations, earth- 
quakes and other material disorders. 

Thus instead of Untversat Uniry, there 
exists 


4» ( Dis-unity of Man with Man. 

25 | 

5 5 | Dis-unity of Man with God. 
n 

58 Dis-unity of man with Nature. 


The Evit which afflicts the Human Race 
grows out of this Universal Dis-Unity, and 
as all Goon will be the result of Universal 
Unity, the great problem for mankind to 
solve, the high and noble work, the traly 
religious and sacred work for them to ac- 
complish, is to extricate themselves from 
this Universal Dis-Unity and elevate them- 
selves to Universal Unity ! 

Each of the three great branches of Uni- 
versal Unity is divisible into two sub-bran- 
ches; one internal and the other external, 
making in all six branches. But an expla- 
nation of these sub-divisions would lead us 





* The plague, thecholera, the yellow and the 
typhus fevers, all have their origin in the de- 





ranged condition of the earth and the elements, 








into a field of thought so boundless in ex- 
tent, and abstract in its character, that we 
cannot enter upon it, and we close this ar- 
ticle with a very brief statement of the six 
Unities. 


TABLE OF THE SIX UNITIES; 
Internal and External. 

I. Inrernat Unrry of Man with himself: 
the reign of peace and justice, liberty, 
and order, co-operation and confidence, 
and attraction and general concord on 


earth in true society—in universal Asso- 
ciation. 


I}. Exrernat Unriry of Man with him- 
self: perfect adaptation of all things in 
the external world or Nature, and in In- 
dustry and Art, to the physical wants and 
happiness of Man; and also of the mate- 
rial arrangements of society, such as the 
industrial mechanism, the mode of living, 
&c. to his physical organization.* 


If. LInrernat Unity of Man with God: 
the true, full and harmonious develope- 
ment and action of the soul, which, made 
in the image of God, will act in perfect 
harmony with Hislaws, and “ do His 
will on earth,” if its true and whole na- 
ture be quickened and called out, and de- 
veloped in equilibrium. 

IV. Exrernat Unity of man with God » 
Immortality of the soul. 


V. Iwrernai Unrry of Man with the 
Universe: analogy and correspondence 
which exist between the passions or af- 
fections, the phenomena of spirit, and the 
material creations. (This analogy be- 
tween the spiritual and the material world, 
occupies an important part in the discove- 
ries Of Fourier, and it opens one of the 
most sublime and beautiful studies that 
the mind of man can contemplate.) 


VI. Exrernat Uniry of Man with the 
Universe: the aromal communications 
(communications of imponderable fluids, 
electricity, magnetism, light, heat and 
others which have not yet been discover- 
ed and classed by science,) between the 
planets; the Human Race by the univer- 
sal and perfect cultivation ef the earth’s 
surface, exercisesa vast influence upon the 
aromal system of our globe, and as acon- 
sequence upon its aromal functions with 
other planets. 

When these Unities are established, then 
will Man be at-one with himself, at-one 
with God, and at-one with the Universe. 
Then will the prophecies be fulfilled, and 
the Revelations, which have been the guides 
of humanity, be carried out gloriously 
in practice. Then will the kingdom of God 
—a kingdom of peace, of Justice and Unity 
—descend upon the earth, and the universal 
AT-ONE MENT—social, religious and mterial 
which Man must consumate, wil] be ac- 
complished. 








* Man is a compound being, formed of a soul 
and a body: the internal Unity is the harmony 
of soul with soul ; spiritual harmony on earth, 
The external Unity is the harmony of the body 
with the externa: world, or Nature and her-ere- 
ations ; Material Unity on the planet. 
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CONVENTION OF THE FRIENDS OF 
ASSOCIATION IN CINCINNATI, 
Fepruary 22d, 1844. 

The Convention for the purpose of organ- 
izing an Industrial Association on the plan 
of the late Charles Fourier, ret in pur- 
suance to public notice previously given, in 
the lecture room of the Universalist Church, 
in Walnut street, and proceeded to business, 
by appointing Dr. William Price, President, 
and John White and Wm. McDiarmid, 

Secretaries. 

The Circular and Address, setting forth 
the objects of the Convention, were then 
read by the President. 

Dr. J. Radcliffe, of Dayton, presented a 
resolution from the friends of Association in 
that place, expressing their approbation of 
the movement contemplated by the Conven- 
tion. 

On motion, the Catalogue of names of 
those who had already enrolled themselves 
as friends of the cause of Association-and 
ready to co-operate in the formation of a 
Phalanx, was read. 

A letter from Horace Greeley, Albert Bris- 
bane, and O. Maqdaniel, of New York City ; 
—and one from Wm. H. Channing, Editor 
of ** The Present,” also of New York, were 
read before the Convention. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That Doctor Radcliffe, Wade 
Loofbourrow, Esq., D. K. Meader, W. 
Kirkup and J. W. Smith, be a committee to 
prepare the business for the afternoon ses- 
sion. 

Mr. Loofbourrow, of Washington, Fay- 
_ tte county, then addressed the Convention, 
in which he made some very appropriate and 
thrilling remarks on the means furnished in 
Association for the elevation of the state and 

condition of woman, and concluded with a 
beautiful and happy reference to, and brief 
illustration of Fourier’s ‘‘ Theory of the 
Passions.” 

3 o’clock, P. M. 

The Committee appointed to prepare 
business for the convention, reported the 
following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That an Association, upon 
the principles advocated by the late Charles 
Fourier, as published in this country by A. 
Brisbane, in his ‘‘ Concise Exposition of the 
Doctrine of Association,” be now establish- 
ed ;—to be located at such point as may be 
deemed most eligible, and adapted to the 
views contemplated by this meeting, which 
are, the amelioration of the condition of 
Man. 

2. Resolved, That a committee of twenty 
be appointed to receive additional subscrip- 
tions of stock for this Association. 

3. Resolved, That acommittee of nine be 
appointed to seek out a suitable site for the 

main ; and that said committee report the 
result of its examinations to a future meet- 
ing of this convention. 

7 o'clock, P. M. 

The discussion of the first Resolution was 
resumed. This question being put, it was 
adopted unaminously. 

he 2d resolution was then taken up, and, 
after some discussion, was laid on the table, 
to make way for the reading of a Constitution 
for a Phalanx framed by the Cincinnati 
Fourier Association. 

On motion, the Constitution was referred 
to Mr. Loofbourrow, ‘for revision, to be re- 

. at a future meeting of the Convention. 

e 2d resolution was again taken up, more 
fully discussed and adopted. 

Friday, Feb. 23, 9 o’clock, A. M. 

The Convention proceeded to appoint the 
committees provided for in the 2d and 3d 
Resolutions, as follows: 

CoMMITTEE TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL SuB- 
SCRIPTIONS oF STOCK. 
Wade Loofbourrow, Esq., Washington, 
Fayette Co. 
B. F. Steward, Higginsport, O. 





Dr. J. Radcliffe, Dayton. 

J. H. Hill, Cambridge city, Ia. 

J. Whippo, Dublin, Wayne Co., Ia. 
J. B. Rogers, Dayton, O. 

J. B. Farmer, Cleves, O. 

Benj. F. Williams, Cincinnati. 


Edward Collins, “s 
Wn. Kirkup, 6 
H. Ferdinand, as 
Benj. Urner, “ 
C. B. Dyer, . 
E. Green, Be 


Mason Seward, Mason, Warren Co., QO. 

Jos. Wheldon, Clerk Co., O. 

Wm. Price, Cincinnati. 

Daniel Prescott, “ 

Chas. W. Carlton, ‘“ 

Jon. Woodruff, a6 

CoMMITTEE TO EXAMINE A SITE FOR THE 
Doman. 

T. Kenworthy, B. F. Steward, Wade 
Loofbourrow, Dr. J. Radcliffe, Benjamin 
F. Williams, Harvey Lull, B. G. Childs, C. 
D. Dana, Edward Collins. 

On motion, Resolved, That the letter of 
Messrs. Brisbane, Greeley, Macdaniel, and 
that of Mr. Wm. H. Channing, be read and 
discussed at the meeting of the Convention 
this evening at 7 o’clock, end, that the citi- 
zens generally be invited to attend. 

7 o'clock, P. M. 

A large number of ladies and gentlemen 
(considering the short notice that was given,) 
attended for the purpose of hearing discus- 
sions of the new. science of Association. 
After reading the minutes of the Convention, 
the letters from our New York friends were 
read—when Dr. Radcliffe took the floor, and, 
using the letter of Mr. Channing as a text, 
he gave a most fervent and animated exposi- 
tion as to the manner in which Associative 
Unity would solve the several problems laid 
down in that letter. 
earnest attention of the audience, by declar- 
ing that Association was not a mere scheme, 
like that of Owen’s community or a Shaker 
society, but that it was a science—a stupend- 
ous science, far reaching, and ascending to 
the Most High unfolding the laws of Divine 
order which reign throughout the Universe, 
and, at the same time descending and em- 
bracing the most lowly, the most humble 
things of creation. He confessed, that he, 
like all his associates, was but a novitiate in 
this grand science ; and encouraged the au- 
dience to believe, that all who were so dis- 
posed were in possession of faculties and 
powers to apprehend and understand its 
truths ; that, while it is so comprehensive as 
to embrace. all things throughout the Uni- 
verse, yet, it is so divinely simple, as to be 
applicable to even the social and domestic re- 
lations of man. And can this be surprising, 
when we reflect on the unity of Divine or- 
der? Nay, it must be, that the same laws 
of attraction and repulsion which hold in 
their respective orbits the vast number of 
Globes which compose the material universe, 
and cause them to move in such harmony as 
to produce what is called *‘ the music of the 
spheres”—it must be, that they make one by 
correspondence with those of Passional at- 
traction and repulsion, which form and pre- 
serve the harmony of angelic societies of the 
blessed in heaven, and which, when uuder- 
stood and obeyed by men on earth, will pro- 
duce the harmony of heaven in human 
society. 

There was the most profound attention of 
the audience during the whole of this ex- 
cellent speech, and a favorable impression 
must have been made on the minds of many 
who for the first time had heard of the So- 
cial Destiny of man. 

The following resolution was then read 
and unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That this Convention take great 
pleasure in expressing their deep sense of 
obligation to the advocates of the new social 
science in the East, and especially to the 
editors of Vew York Tribune, The Phalanz, 


He awakened the most bl 





and The Present, for the earnest zeal and 
efficiency with which they devote themselves 
to the propagation of the truly glad tidings 
of great joy in relation to the Social Destiny 
of Man. 

Mr. B. F. Williams then addressed the 
meeting in a short but ardent speech, which 
called forth the plaudits ofthe meeting. He 
was followed by some remarks from the 
Secretary, Mr. J. White, when, 

On motion of Mr. Urner, it was 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this 
Convention, together with the letters of 
Messrs. Brisbane and Channing, be publish- 
ed in all the city papers favorable to the 
cause of Social Reform, in which we are 
engaged. 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet 
again on Thursday, the 14th of March next ; 
which meeting, all friends from the country 
are especially invited to attend. 

WM. PRICE, President. 

JoHn WHITE, 


Wo. MoDeaxaea t Secretaries. 





SEeconp CoNVENTION OF THE F'RIENDs OF 
AssocIATION AT CINCINNATI.—A_ second 
Convention was held at Cincinnati, pursuant 
to adjournment,on March 14th. We have 
space but for the following short extract, 
which will show the general result of the 
Convention, and the fine spirit that animated 
its members. 

“‘The consideration of the Constitution 
occupied nearly the whole time of the three 
days’ sitting of the Convention. There was 
much discussion, with calm deliberation ; 
and.a patient and respectful hearing was 
given to all suggestions, embracing a variety 
of opinions, of every shade and color. A 
unity of purpose pervaded the entire assem- 
y, and was manifest throughout the whole 
debate ;—which manifestation of unity gives 
new strength and vigor to our hopes, and 
inspires us with the fullest confidence, that 
even though some of the manifold details of 
this, our fundamental law, may not be the 
wisest and best that could be adopted, yet, 
that all errors will find a sure corrective, in 
that spirit of unton, which, we humbly 
hope, has descended, and is now descending 
to the earth, to bless, and beautify, and 
harmonize the immortal passions, and thence 
the present and eternal interests of man.” 

A Constitution was adopted, in the main 
similar to that of the North American 
Phalanx, Officers elected for a temporary 
organization, and Stock Books opened for an 
Association, called the Cincinnati PHa- 
LANX, to be located near the City of Cincin- 
nati, on the Free States side of the Ohio 
River ; and a Committee appointed to select 
a suitable Domain. 


OrFIceRs OF THE CINCINNATI PHALANX. 
President. 
Wade Loofbourrow, 
Council. 
Dr. William Price. Charles B. Dyer. 
Benj. G. Childs. William Kirkup. 
James H. Hill. J. B. Rogers. 
a 
§G-Tue SouTHWESTERN Farmer, pub- 
lished at Raymond, Mississippi, M. W. 
Philips and N. G. North, editors, has upon 
several occasions noticed favorably the doc- 
trines of association; and the last number 
comes to us with an open avowal of its ap- 
proval of Fourier’s system, and a noble ar- 
ticle in explanation of its true character ; and 
a call from the editor upon persons favorable 
to the doctrines te unite with him in forming 
a Fourier Club. 
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Mr. T. C. Levanp of Rochester, writes us 
as follows : 

“J attended the Convention at Batavia. 
The turn out was astonishing. Nearly every 
town in the County was well represented. 
Many came from five to twelve miles on foot 
—the only way they could come, as the 
weather was a regular drizzle, and the roads 
unfathomable. This argues well for the 
enthusiasm of Genesee. An Association 
can, and I have no doubt, will be formed 
with all ease in that county. Indeed all 
Western New York is in a deep—a shaking 
agitation on this subject. JVine Associations 
are now contemplated within fifty miles of 
this city. Besides those | have mentioned, 
there is one forming at Perry, Wyoming Co ; 
one at Dansville, Livingston Co.; one at 
Rush, Monmouth Co.; one at Manchester, 
near Canandaigua, Ontario Co. ; and the 
beginning of a movement in Clarkson, three 
miles from the ‘* Western New York In- 
dustrial Association” already established in 
that place; also the ‘‘ Bloomfield Union 
Association,” whose prospects are promising. 
From the astonishing rush of applications for 
membership, in these Associations, | have no 
hesitation in saying that 20,000 persons west 
of the longitude of Rochester in this State 
is a low estimate of those who are now ready, 
and willing, nay anxious to take their place 
in Associative Unity.” 


— 
SOCIAL REFORM CONVENTION 
BATAVIA, GENESEE CoO., N. Y. 


In pursuance of a previous call, a Conven- 
tion of the friends of a Social Reform was 
held at the Court House, in the village of 
Batavia, on the 13th inst. The convention 
was organised by the appointment of OwEN 
GriFFiTH, President, E. Prarr and Hiram 
WriGur, Vice Presidents, and Bennet Man- 
ville, Secretary. 

A Committee of five consisting of T. C. 
Leland, J. M. Day, P. Waller, Knowlton 
Rich, and James Murdock, were appointed 
to draft and report Resolutions for the con- 
sideration of the Convention. The meeting 
then adjourned to convene again at one 
o’clock, P. M. 

On the re-assemblage of the Convention in 
the afternoon, letters were read from Mr 


AT 


. ALBERT BRISBANE and Mr. W1LL1AM Hun- 


TER, expressing their regret that previous 
engagements prevented their attending the 
Convention. 

The Committee appointed at the morning 
session, reported the following resolutions, 
which after a very full discussion were 
adopted unanimously. 

esolved, That the evils resulting from 
the present organization of Society are so 
great and multiform, that a Social Reform, 
which shall strike at the root of these evils, 
is loudly called for. 

Resolved, That the principles of the So- 
cial System, discovered and promulgated by 
Charles Fourier, are founded in reason and 
truth, and are practicable in their nature. 

Resolved, That this Convention recom- 
mend that an Association, based on Fourier’s 
plan be established in this County as early 
as practicable, and that a Committee be ap- 
pointed to examine different locations, and 
report the results at an adjourned session of 
this Convention. 

Resolved, That this Convention request 
the several papers in the County to publish 
its proceedings, together with the letters of 
Messrs. Brisbane aud Hunter. 

Whereas, The dissemination of light on 
the subject of Association is all important 
since its examination is almost invariably 


followed by conviction, therefore, 


Resolved, That this Convention recom- 
mend, nay urge upon all the friends of 
Association, to exert themselves to extend 
the circulation of‘ The Phalanx,” and ** The 
Present,” published in New York, and de- 
voted to the cause of Social Reform. 

Resolved, That we express a sense of 
conscious and heart-felt obligation to the 


editors of those papers, and of the New York 
Tribune, for the indefatigable energy with 
which they have devoted themselves to the 
advancement of this Hope of Humanity—a 
Social Reform—and also to the editors of 
our County, who have so generously pub- 
lished the call of this Convention and other 
articles in exposition of the System of 
Association. 

A Committee to examine different loca- 
tions in the County was appointed, consist- 
ing of the following gentlemen : 
| James Sprague, jr. James Brisbane. 
| Knowlton Rich. <A. W. Ensign. 











Wm. McCumber. Wm. Bryan. 
M. P.Crampton. Lewis Clark. 
John Lamberton. B.F. Pidge. 


Charles English. Reuben Cook. 
Alvin Newel. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks 
of this Convention be presented to Mr. Al- 
bert Brisbane and Mr. William Hunter for 
their very interesting letters. 

Resolved, That this Convention is ad- 
journed, to meet again at this place, on 
Wednesday the 10th of April next. 

OWEN GRIFFITH, President. 

BEeNNET MANVILLE, Secretary. 

Batavia, March 13, 1844. 

Remarks :—Contrary to the expectations 
of the friends of Association, there was a 
tremendous “turn out.” Notwithstanding 
the weather and roads were extremely bad, 
the spacious room in the New Court House 
was completely filled. A large party of 
ladies was assembled—a very gratifying 
demonstration oi the interest felt in the com- 
munity on the subject of Social Reform. If 
our cause is supported by the influence and 
approbation of the ladies, we are absolutely 
certain of success. 

The resolutions were supported by Rev. 
O. Roberts of Lakeville, T. C. Leland of 
Rochester, J. M. Day and D. B. Rogers of 
Morganville, and several others. Some 
questions were proposed by several individu- 
als, which were satisfactorily answered. 

Soon after the adjournment of the Con- 
vention, Mr. Watson, President of the Jef- 
ferson County Industrial Association arrived 
in company with several other gentlemen. 
We regretted that the Convention had not 
appointed to sit another day, so that we could 
have heard from these gentlemen. How- 
ever we had notice given out that there 
would be an evening meeting, and a large 
company assembled together, who had the 
pleasure of hearing Mr. Watson narrate his 
experience in the cause of Social Reform. 


(Here follows a letter from Mr. A. Bris- 
BANE, pointing out the disadvantages which 
the producing classes now labor under, 
summed up under four general heads,—and 
the advantages which Association will secure 
to them. Owing to its length we omit it. 

We give a short extract from the letter of 
Wn. Hunter, Esq., an extensive iron 
manufacturer of Rochester.) 


This noble cause deserves more attention, 
consideration, and more talents than I either 
have or hope to possess. However, I will 
say that were I in the possession of the in- 
,tellect of a Webster, or the brilliant elo- 
quence of a Clay, or the wealth of an Astor, 
they should all be devoted, early and late, 
to the propagation and advancement of the 
noble cause. Sir, the Science of Association 
as set forth by Fourier, is not only a ‘‘ beauti- 
ful theory,” but it is capable of practical 
demonstration, and it gives me great pleasure 
in being able to state that there is every 

rospect that the good people of Western 

ew York, will very soon give proof of the 
fact that its enemies cannot gainsay. One 
year ago, and how many were there in the 
8th Senate district that was informed on the 
subject. They may be said to have been 
few and far between. At this time we 
number no less than fifteen thousand, with 
wealth enough to start ten Associations, were 











it not for the utter impossibility of selling 
good property at fair prices. Prejudice is 
giving way to calm reflection, people are 
beginning to think for themselves ; formerly 
this was done by another who was paid a 
fine salary ; thanks to the hard times, “‘ every 
bitter has its sweet.” It has given myself and 
others great pleasure to see that the people of 
Genesee County have gone so far as to call 
a convention for the examination of this sub- 
ject. I hope you will give it a thorough in- 
vestigation. Nothing, in my opioion, will 
so effectually break up or retard the opera- 
tion of those monstrous loan companys’ 
operations that scourge our land, as that the 
farmers should make up their minds to tear 
up their cross fences and associate them- 
selves together, for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the practical part of Fouriers 
scheme of Association. 

The doctrine of Asssociation is based upon 
truth, it will bear a critical examination. 
The more you talk about it the better it will 
be understood. It has nothing to fear but 
ignorance—in fact it is like gold, the more 
you rub it the brighter it shines. 

WM. HUNTER. 


——— EE 
To show further the spirit which is moving 
in the Western part of the State of New 
York, in favor of Association, we give part 
of a large hand bill, which we have received, 


calling a Convention at Danaville, Livings- 
ton Co, 


GENESEE VALLEY ASSOCIATION. 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 

A GENERAL CONVENTION 
will be held on the 20th of March, at Dans- 
ville, Livingston County, N. Y., for the pur- 
pose of forming an Association based upon 
the principles of Charles Fourier; all per- 
sons interested in forming such an associa- 
tion, with a location at the head of the 
Genesee Valley, near Dansville, aforesaid, 
are earnestly solicited to attend said Conven- 
tion, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

The undersigned, a committee appointed 
for the purpose, have recently devoted con- 
siderable time upon the subject of location, 
and have arrived at the conclusion that the 
place above mentioned offers inducements 
paramount to any other in Western New 
York ; and upon the snbject of negotiation 
with the proprietors, for a sufficient domain 
for such location, they are enabled to say, 
that extensive hydraulick power, with manu- 
factories,mills, and shops of all kinds, togeth- 
er with adjoining lands for agriculture, can 
be obtained upon fair terms, on a point of 
navigation, in one of the most fertile and 
healthy sections of this state. 

The committee, therefore, give a general 
invitation to capitalists and others, abroad, 
who wish to make profitable investments, or 
become resident members of said Association, 
to attend and participate in its organization, 
and the necessary steps incident to the sub- 


scription of stock, and commencement of 
business. 


M. H. Brown, A. Stevens. 
Frederick House. N. Slack. 
H. G. Taggart. Sidney Sweet. 
B. C. Cook. Samuel Fisk. 
S. Hubbard. 
Dansville, March ist, 1844. 





Kr We are pleased to see the Retina devote 
80 large a space in its columns to the discussion 
of Association. We hope however, the Editor 
will be guarded in cuprecning opinions in re- 

to Fourier, which may lead to_misappre- 
ension and error, before he has read his works 
and obtained a complete knowledge of the man 
and hissystem. Opinions based upon fragmen- 
tal and one-sided views of Fourier’s doctrines, 
may be as unjust and dangerous as would be 
those which a person otherwise igngrant of 
Swedenborg’s writings might derive from read- 
ing isolated quotations from his works. We 
trust that it will not be long before our New 
Church friends become convinced, as many 
have already, that Association is the plane on 
which alone the New Jerusalem can descend 
upon earth. f 








